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To THE 



P U B L I C- 

nn H E fpirit of virtue and mora- 
lity, which breathes in this 
ancient piece of Eaftern inftruc- 
tion*, its force. an4 concifenefs, 
and the hopes that it may do 
good, have prevailed with the per- 
fon to whom it was fent, to com- 
municate to the public what was 
tranflated only for his particular 
amufement- There are fome rea- 
fons, which at prefent make it 

• Meaning the Firft Part, which was publifhed fome 
time before the Second appeared. 

A 3 ^xo^^x 



vi ADVERTISEMENT. 

proper to conceal, not only his 
own name, but the name of his 
correfpondent, who has now re- 
lided in China feveral years, and 
been engaged in a bufinefs very 
different from that of colleding 
literary curiofities. Thefe reafons 
will not fubfift long; and as he 
feems to intimate a defign, on his 
return to England, of publifhing 
an entire tranflation of Cao-tfou's 
whole journey, the public will 
then, in all probability, have an 
opportunity of being fatisfied con- 
cerning any particulars which they 
may be curious to know* 
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T O 



The Earl of * * ^ * * * \ 



My LoftD^ 

IN the laft letter which t Had the honour 
of writing to yonr Lordftiip, dated Dec. 
23, 1748,^ I think I eoriduded all r Had to 
fey^ in regard to* the topography and natural 
hiftory of this great empire. I purpofed in: 
this,, and fome fucceeding ones, to have fet 
down fuch obfervations as I have been able 
to make on the laws^ government, reKgion, 
and manners of the people. But a remark- 
able occurrence has happened lately, which 
cngroffes the converfation of the Literati 
here, and may hereafter, perhaps, afford 
matter of fpcculation to the Learned in 
B 2: 'S.MXO^^- 



xvi DEDICATORY 

Europe. As it is of a nature which I know 
will furnifti fome entertainment to your 
Lordftiip, I will endeavour to give you as 
di(tin£t ^d particular an account of it as I 
have been able to obtain. 

Adjoining to China on the weft, is the larger 
country of Thibet, called by fome JBarantola. 
In a province of this country, named Lafa„ 
refides the Grand Lama, or High Prieft of 
;hefe idolaters ; who is reverenced, and even- 
adored as a god, by moft of the neighbouring 
natiooiS. The high opinion whicli is enter- 
tained of his facred charafter,^ induces prodi- 
gious numbers of religious people to reforc 
to Lafa, to pay their homage to him, and to. 
give him prefents, in order to receive his 
bleffing. His refidence is in a moft magni- 
ficent pagod, or temple,^ built on the top of 
the mountain Poutala. The foot of thia 
mountain, and even the whole diftrift of 
Lafa, is inhabited by an incredible number 
of lamas of different ranks ^d orders j feve- 

t4 
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ral of whom have very grand pagpds erededf 
to their honour, in which they receive a kind - 
of inferior worfhip. The whole country, 
like Italy, abounds with priefts-, and they 
entirely fubfift on the great number of rich 
prefcnts which are fent them from the utmoft 
extent of Tartary, from the empire of the 
Great MoguU and from almoft all parts of 
the Indies. When the Grand Lan>a receives 
the adorations of the people, he is raifed of> 
a magnificent altar^ and fits crofs-legged upon 
a fplendid cuftiion. His worfhippers prof- 
trate themfelves before him, in the humbleft: 
and mod abjedt manner; but he returns 
not the leaft fign of refpcft, nor ever Ipeaks^ 
even to the greateft princes. He only layt 
his hand upon their heads, and they are fully 
perfuaded that they receive from thence a full 
fbrgivcnefs of all their finsJjThey are likewife 
fo extravagant as to imagine, .that he knows 
all things, even the fecrets of the heart ; and 
his particular difciples, being a feleft numhei 
of about two hundred of the moft emindit 
B 3 \axw» 
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laipas, have the addrefs to make the people 
believe he is immortal-, and that, whenever, 
he appears to die, he only changes his abode,, 
and animates a new body. 

The learned in China have long been of 
opinion, that, in the archives of this grand, 
temple, fome very ancient books have for 
many ages been concealed j and the prefent 
Emperor, who is very curious in fearching after 
the writings of antiquity, became at length fa 
fully convinced of the probability of this opi- 
nion, that he determined to try whether any dif- 
covery of this fort could be made. To this 
end, his firft care was, to find out a perfoa 
eminently Ikilful in the ancient languages' 
and charadlers. He at length pitched upon 
one of the hanlins,, or do£tor^ of the firft 
crder^ whole pi|||||e was Cao*tfou; a maa 
about fifty yq^rs of age, of a grave and 
. noble afpeft, of great eloquence, and who, 
by an accidental friendfhip with a certain 
IfWiied lama, who had refided many years 

at 
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ai Pekin, was become entirely mafter o£ 
the language which the lamas of Thibet ufe 
among themfelves. 

With thefe quafifications he fet forward 
on his journey ; and, to give his eommiflion 
the greater weight, the Emperor honoured 
him with the title of Colao, or prime- 
minifter : To which he added a moft magni- 
jficcnt equipage and attendance, with prefents 
for the Grand Lama, and the other principal 
l^pias, of an immenfe value; alfo a letter^ 
written with his own hand, in the following 
terms : 



TO 
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TOTHE GREAT 



REPRESENTATIVE 



o t 



G O D. 

Mtjl H'-gh^ Mojl Hoi}', and worthy to he adored H 

W E, the Emperor of China, So- 
•* vereign of all the fovereigns of the earth, ia 
♦* the perfon of this our moft refpedted prime 
" minifter Cao-tsou, with all reverence and 
" humility, proftrate ourfelf beneath thy fa- 
" cred feet, and implore, for ourfelf, our 
" friends, and our empire, thy molt power- 
*' ful and gracious benedidioru 

** Having a ftrong defire to fearch into the 
** records of antiquity, to learn and retrieve 
** the wifdom of the ages that are paft ; and 

^ -being 
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" being well informed, that, in the faered 
^* rcpofitories of thy moft ancient and venei> 
" able hierarchy, there are foitie valuable- 
" books, which from their great antiquity, 
*^ are became to the generality^ even of the 
*' learned, ahnoft wholly unintelligible -, ia 
^' order, as far as in us lies, to prevent their 
" being totally loft, we h^ve thought pro- 
•' per to auf^orife and employ our moft 
** learned aud fefpedccj minifter Cao-tfou, in 
** this our prefent emba0y to thy Sublime 
^* Holinefs. The bufinefs of which is, ta 
^* defire, that he may be permitted to read 
** and exanoine the faid writings;, we expeft-* 
** ing, from his great and uncommon Ikill 
** in the ancient languages, that he will be 
^* able to interpret whatever may be found, 
" though of the highcft and moft obfcurc 
** antiquity. And we have commanded hinii 
" to throw himfelf at thy fret, witKfuch: 
^* teftimonies of our refpeft, as, we tnuft,. 
^* will procure him the admittance we de^. 
^^ firQ.** 
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I will not detain your Lordfhip with any 
particulars of his journey, though he hath 
publiftied a largei account of it, abounding 
vrith mahy furprifing relations, and which^ 
at my reti.iri> to England, I may probably 
tranilate, and publifh entire. Let it (ufficCj, 
at prefent, that, whea he arrived in thefe 
fecrcd territories^ the magnificence of hisL 
appearance,. and therkhnefs of his'prefeats^ 
fadled noc to gain Mm a ifeady stdmifRoa. He 
bad apartments appomted him in the facred 
college, and was afliffed in his inquiries by 
one of the moft learned laftias. He continued 
there near fix ifiortths : During which time^ 
lie had the fatisfa6lion of finding many valu- 
able pieces of antiquity, from fome of which 
be. hath made very cui ious cxtrads, and 
hath formed fuch pijobable conjcftures con- 
cerning tlieir authors, and the times where- 
in they were written, as proves him to be a^ 
man of great judgment and penetration, as^ 
veil as n>oft extenfive reading. 

But 
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But the moft jaadent piece he bath difco* 
vered, aad which none of the lamas for many 
ages hath been able to interpret or under- 
Hand, is a fraall fyftem of morality, written 
in the language and charai5):cr of the ancient 
gymnofophifts or bramins; but by what par- 
ticular porfon, or in yfbsnt time, Jie does not 
pretend to detennine. This piece, however, 
lie wholly tranflated, though, as [he himfejf 
•confeiOeSi with m utter incapacity of reach- 
ing, in the Ckinefe language, the ftrength 
4uad fublimity of tlie originaL The judgments 
.and opinions of the bonzes and the learned 
dodors, are very much divided concerning iu 
Thofe who admire it the moft highly, are 
vcrjt fond pf attributing it to Confucflig, their 
own great philofopher; and get over the dif- 
ficulty of its being written in the language 
and character of the ancient bramins, by (up- 
pofing this to be only a tranflation, and chat 
<be original work of Confucius is loft. Some 
iviU have it to be the inftitutesjof L^zkj^ODt 

another 
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«notherChinefephilofopher,<:otemporarywith 
Con&icius, and founder of the feft Tao-flce ; 
but thcfe labour under the fame difficulty, in 
regard to the language, with thofe who at- 
tribute it to Confucius. There are others 
who, from fome particular marks and fenti- 
ments which they find in it, fuppofe it to be 
written by the bramin Dandamis, whole fa- 
mous letter to Alexander the Great, is re- 
corded 6y the European writers. Witk thefc 
Cao-tfou himfelf feems moft inclined to agree ; 
at lead fo far as tx) think, that it is really 
the work of fome ancient bramin-, being fully 
perfuaded, from the fpirit with which it is 
written, that it is no tranflation. One thing, 
however, occafions fonie doubt amongft 
them; and that is, the plan of it; which is 
entirely new to the Eaftern people, and fr 
unlike any thing they have ever feen, th 
if it was not for fome turns of expreffi 
peculiar to the Eaft, and the impofp 
fity of accounting for its being writr 
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this very ancient language, many would 
fuppofe it to bo the work of afh Euro- 
pean. 

But whoever was the writer of it, the 
great noife which it makes in this city, and 
all over the empire, the eagernefs with which 
it is read by all kinds of people, and the 
high encomiums which are given to it by 
fome, at length determined me to attempt a 
tranflation of it into Englifli *; specially as 
I was perfuaded it would be an agreeable 
prefent to your Lordfhip. And I was the 
more eafily induced to make this trial, as, 
very happily for me, you cannot judge how 
far I have fallen ' fhort of the original, or 
even of the Chinefe tranflation. One things 
however, it may perhaps be neceflary to 
apologize for^ at leaft to give fome 
account ofj and that is, the ftyle and 
manner in which I have traftflatcd it. I 
can affure your Lordfliip, that when I firft 
fat down to the work, I had not the leaft 
C vcv\K«^^ 



i 



XXVi De Die A.TORY PREFACE. 

intention of doing it in this way ; but the 
fublime manner of thinking which appear- 
ed in the introdu<5lion, the great energy of 
exprfeffion, and the fhortnefs of the fent- 
ences, naturally led mc into this kind of 
ftyle. And I hope the having fo elegant 
a pattern to form myfelf upon, as our ver-* 
fion of the book of Jpb, the Pfalms, the 
works of Solomon, and the Prophets, hath 
been of fome advantage to my traoda* 
tion. 

Such as it is, if it affords your Lord- 
Ihip any entertainment, I (hall think my- 
fctf extremely happy-, and, in my next, 
^ill refume my account of this people, 
and their empire. 

"J amy 

My Lordy 

Toursy &c; 



the: 
O ECONOMY 

HUMAN LIFE. 

IN T R OD UC T I O N. 

TD( OW down your beads unto th« 
duft, O ye inhabitants of earthj 
Be filerit ; and receive, with rever- 
ence^ inftrudion from on high- 

Wherefaver the fuD doth (iiine ; 
wherefoever the wind doth blow ; 
wherefoever there is an ear to hear, 
and a mind to conceive ; there let 
the precepts of life be made known^ 
let the maxims of truth be hon» 
Qured and obeyed^ 

C 2 K>\ 



a8 INTRODUCTION. 

All things proceed from God. 
His power is unbounded, his wif- 
dom is from eternity, and his good- 
nefs endurcth for ever. 

He fitteth on his throne in the 
centre, and the breath of his mouth 
giveth life to the world. 

He toucheth the ftars with his 
finger^ and they run their courfe 
rejoicing. 

On the wings of the wind he 
walketh abroad, and performeth 
his will through all the region& of 
unlimited fpace. 

Order, and grace, and beauty, 
fpring from his hand. 

The voice of wifdom fpeaketh 
in all his works ; but the human un- 
derflanding comprehended it not. 
-^ The 
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The fhadow of kndwledge paf- 
feth over the mkid of man as a 
dream : He ieeth as In ihe dark ; 
he reafoneth^ and is deceived. 

But thfe wifdom of God is as the 
light of heaven r He reafoneth 
not; bis mind is the fbuntaia of 
truth. 

Juftice and mercy wait before . 
his throne; benevolence and love 
enlighten his countenance for 
ever. 

Who is like unto the Lord in 
Glory ? Who in power fliall con- 
tend with the Almighty ? Hath he 
any equal in wifdom ? Can any in 
goodnef^ be compared unto him P 

ej He 
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He it is, Oman ! who hath creat- 
ed thee ; thy flation on earth is 
fixed by his appointment : The 
powers of the mind are the gifts of 
his goodnefs, the wonders of thy 
frame are the work of his hand. 

Hear then his voice, for it is 
gracious; and he that obcyeth, 
(hall tftabliih his foul in peace. 
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BOOK I. 

DUTIES THAT RELATE TO MAN, C(MC- 
SIDERED AS AN INDIVIDUAL. 



CHAP. I. 
CONSIDERATION. 

COMMUNE with thyfelf, O man T 
and confider wherefpre thou 
wert made. 

Contemplate thy powers; contem*^ 
plate thy wants, and thy connexions t 
So fhalt thou difcover the duties of life, 
and be diredled in all thy ways^ 
= Proceed not to- fpeafc, or to z&i 
before thou h^ft weighed thy wordsj 
and examined the tendency of every 
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ftep thou fhalt take : So ihall difgrace 
fly far from thee, and in thy houfe 
ihall fliame be a ftranger ; repentance 
fhall not vifit thee, nor forrow dwell 
upon thy cheek. 

The thoughtlefs man bridleth not 
his tongue; he fpeaketh at random, 
and is entangled in the fooliffinefs of 
his own wofds. 

As one that runneth in hafte,. and 
leapeth over a fence, may fall into a 
pit on the other fide, which he doth 
dot fee; fo is the man that plcmg- 
eth fuddenly into any adtion, before 
he hath confidered the confequences 
thereof* 

Heaiken, thercfore,^ unto the voice 
of confideration : Her words are the 
words of wifdona, and her paths ihall 
lead thee to fafety and truth. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 
MODESTY. 

\J\T HO art thou, O man! that! 
prefumeft on thine own wif- 
dom ? or why doft thou vaunt thyfclf 
on thine own acquirements ? 

The firft ftep towards being wife, 
is to know that thou art ignorant; 
and if thou would ft not be efteemed 
foolifh in the judgment of others, cafl: 
off the folly of being wife iti thine 
own conceit. 

As a plain garment beft adorrieth 
a beautiful woman, fo a decent be- 
haviour is thd greateft ornament of 
wifdom. 
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The fpeech of a modeft man giveth 
luftre to truth, and the diffidence of 
his words abfolveth his error* 

He relieth not- on his own wifdom-j 
he weigheth the counfels of a friend^ 
and receiveth the benefit thereof. 

He turneth away his ear from his 
owo praife, ^d bdieveth it not; bm 
is the laft in difwovering his awn per- 
fcdlions, 

/ Yet, as a veil addeth to beauty^^ £0^ 
are his virtues fet oiF by the {hade 
which his modefty caft^th upon. tbcn>. 

But, behold the vain man, atnd db^, 
ferve the arrogant ! He clotheth hio^-^ 
felf in i^ioji , attire j he walketh in, ii^ 
public ftreet; her caftetb romni bi% 
Qyesy^i^tkd eourteth obfervatibn. 

He toflfeth up his head^ and over- . 
tooketh the poor;, be txeateth hi<$.in<(^ 
feriors with infolence ; and hiar fi:^-^. 
^ riors. 
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Tiors, in return, look down on his 
pride and folly with iaughler, 

Hedefpifeth the judgment of others; 
he relieth on his own opinion, and is 
confounded. 

:He is puffed up with the vanity 
of his imagination j; his , delight is to 
hear, and -to ipe^ of i^imfelf atl the 
day lon^.^ 

He fwallowedi, with griedinefs, hijt 
45wn praife; and the flatterer in re- 
turn; eateth hipi up* 
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CHAP. III. 
APPLICATION. 

QlNCE the days that arc paft arc 
^ gone for ever, and thofe that arc 
to come may not come to thee ; it 
behoveth thee, O n^an ! to employ 
the prefent time, without regretting 
the lofs of that which is paft, or too' 
much depending on that which is to 
come. 

This inftant is thine; the next is 
in the womb of futurity, and thou 
knoweft not what it may bring forth. 

Whatfoever thou refolveft to do, do 
it quickly. Defer not till the evening 
what the morning may accomplifh. 

Idlenefs is the parent of want, and 
of pain; but the labour of virtue 
bringeth forth pleafurc. 

The 
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The hand of diligence defeatcth 
wantj profperity and fuccefs are the 
induftrious man's attendants. 

Who is he that hath acquired 
wealth, that hath rifen to power^ that 
hath clothed himfelf with honour, that 
is fpoken of in the city with praife, 
and that Aandeth before the king in 
his counfel ? Even he that hath fliut 
out idlenefs from his houfe; and hath 
faid. Sloth, thou art mine enemy. 

He rifeth up early, and lieth down 
late; he exercifeth his mind with con- 
templation, and his body with aftion ; 
and preferved the health of both^ ; 

The flothful man is a burden to 
himfelf, his hours hang heavy on his 
head 3 he loitereth about, and know- 
eth not what he would do. 

His days pafs away like the fliadow 

of a cloud, and he leaveth behind him 

no mark for remembrance^ 

D ^v% 
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His body is-difcafed for want of 
excrcife : He wiflieth for adion, but 
hath not power to move; his mind id 
indarknefs; his thoughts are confuf* 
ed; he longed for knowledge, but 
hath no application* 

He would eat of the almond, but 
hateth the trouble of breaking its 
ihell. 

His houfe is in diforder, his fer- 
vants are wafteful and riotous, and he 
runneth towards his ruin: he feeth 
it with his eyes ; he heareth with 
his ears ; he (haketh his head, and 
wifheth, but hath no refolution ; till 
ruin cometh upon him like a whirl- 
wind, and fliame and repentance de^ 
fcend with him to the grave. 



C HAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 
EMULATION* 

TF thy foul thirfteth for honour ; if 
thy ear hath any pleafure in the" 
voice of praife ; raife thyfelf from the 
duft, whereof thou art made, — and 
exalt thy aim to fomething that is 
praife-wofthy. 

The oak that now fpreadeth its 
branches towards the heavens, was 
oftce but an acorn in the' bowels of 
che earth. 

Endeavour to be firfl: in thy call- 
ing, whatever it be; neither let any 
one go before thee in well-doing: 
neverthelefs, do not envy the merits 
D 2 of 
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of another, but improve thine own 
talents. 

Scorn alfo to deprefs thy compe- 
titor, by any diflaoneft or unworthy 
method; ftrive to raife thyfelf above 
him, only by excelling him : fo fhall 
thy conteft for fuperiority be crowned 
with honour, if not with fuccefs. 

By a virtuous emulation, the fpirit 
of a man is exalted within him ; he 
panted after fame, and rejoiccth as a 
racer to run his courfe. 

He rifeth like the palm-tree, in ^itc 
of opprefiion 5 and, as an eagle in 
the firmament of heaven, he foareth 
aloft, and fixeth his eye upon the glo- 
ries of the fun* 

The examples of eminent men arc 
in his vifions by night ; and his de* 
light is to follow them all the day 
long. 

He 
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He formeth great defigns, he re- 
joiceth in the execution thereof, and 
his name goeth forth to the ends of 
the world. 

But the heart of the envious man is 
gall and bitternefs ; his tongue fpitteth 
venom ; the fuccefs of his neighbour 
breaketh his reft. 

He fitteth in his cell repining ; and 
the good that happeneth to ai^other, 
is to him an evil. 

Hatred and malice feed upon his 
heart, and there is no reft in hiro. 

He feeleth in his own breaft no 
love of goodneft, and therefore be- 
lieveth his neighbour is like unto 
himfelf. 

He endeavours to depreciate thofe 
that excel him, and putteth an evil in- 
terpretation on all their doings,, 

D 3 He 
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He licth on the watch, and medi- 
tates mifchief : But the deteftation of 
man purfueth him ; he is crufhed as^ a 
fpider in his own web. 



CHAP. V. 
PRUDENCE. 

T TEAR the words of Prudcnce^r 
give heed unto her counfels^ 
and ftore them in thine heart: Her 
maxims are univerfaJ, and all the vir- 
tues lean upon her : She is the guide 
and the miftrefs of human life. 

Put a bridle on thy tongAie; fet a 
guard before thy lips ; left the words 
of thine own mouth deftroy thy peace* 

Let 
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Let him that fcofFeth at the lame^ 
take care that he halt not himfelf : 
whofoever fpeaketh of another's fail- 
ings with pleafure, fhall hear of his 
own with bitternefs of heart • 

Of much fpeaking cometh repent-«^ 
ance, but ;n filence is fafety. 

A talkative man is a nuifance to 
fociety; the ear is fick of his bab- 
bling, the torrent 6f his words over- 
whelmeth converfation. 

Boaft not of thyfelf, for it ihall 
bring contempt upon thee; neither 
deride another, for it is dangerous. 

A bitter jeft is the poifon of friend- 
ship ; and he who cannot reftrain his 
tongue, fhall have trouble* 

Furnifh thyfelf with the proper ac- 
commodations belonging to thy con- 
dition; yet fpend not to the utmoft 
of what thou canft afford, ^hat the 

. providence 
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providence of thy youth may be a 
comfort to thy old age. 

Avarice is the parent of evil deeds ; 
but frugality is the fure guardian of 
our virtues. 

Let thine own bufinefs engage thy 
attention ;* leave the care of the ftatc 
to the governors thereof. 

Let not thy recreations be cxpen- 
five, left the pain of purchafing them 
exceed the pleafure thou haft in their 
enjoyment. 

Neither let profperity put out the 
eyes of circumfpedtion, nor abund- 
ance cut off the hands of frugality : 
he that too much indulgeth in the 
fuperfluities of life, fhall live to la- 
ment the want of its neceflaries. 

From the experience of others, do 
thou learn wifdom; and from their 
failings, corred thine own faults. 

Truft 
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Truft no man before thou haft tried 
him j yet miftruft notVithout rcafoa, 
it is uncharitable. 

But when thou haft proved a man 
to be honeft, lock him up in thine 
heart as a treafure; regard him as a. 
jewel of ineftimab.le price. 

Receive not the favours of a mer- 
cenary man, nor join in friend/hip 
with the wicked ; they fhall be fnares 
unto thy virtue, and bring grief to 
thy foul. 

Ufe not to-day what to-morrow 
may want; neither leave that to ha- 
zard, which forefight may provide 
for, or care prevent. 

Yet expecSt not, even from pru- 
dence, infallible fuccefs ; for the day 
knoweth not what the night may 
bring forth. 

The 
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The fool is not always unfortunate^ 
nor the wife man always fucce£sful| 
yet never had a fool . a thorough en* 
joy men t, never was a wife man whaK 
ly unhappy • 



CHAP- VU 

FORTITUDE.. 

ipERILS, and misfortunes, and' 
want, and pain, and injury, are 
more or lefs the certain lot of every 
man that cometh into the world. 

It behoveth thee, therefore, O child 
of calamity I early to fortify thy mind 
with couriigc and patience, that thou 
mayeft fupport, with a becoming refo-* 
lution, thy allotted portion of humaa 
evil. 

A& 
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As the camel beareth labour, and 
lieat, and hunger, and thirft, through 
defarts of fand, and fainteth not; Co 
the fortitude of a man fhall fuilain 
him through all perils, 

A noble -fpirlt difdainelh. the malice 
of fortune) his greatnefe of foul it. 
aot to be caft down. 

He hath not fuiFered his happinefs 
to depend on her fmiles, and therefore 
with her frowns he Ihall not be dif* 
mayed> 

As a rock on the fea-fliore he (land- 
cth firm, and the dafhing of the waves 
diflurbeth him not. 

He raifeth his head like a tower on 
a hill, and the arrows of fortune drop 
at his feet* 

In the inftant of danger, the courage 
of his heart fuftaineth him; and the 
fteadinefs of his .mind beareth him out. 
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He meeteth the evils of life as a 
man that goeth forth unto battle, and 
returneth with vidory in his hand. 

Under the preflure of misfortunes^ 
his calmnefs alleviates their weight; 
and, by his conftancy, he (hall fur- 
mount them. 

But the daftardly* fpirit of a timo- 
rous man, betraycth him to fhame. 

By flirinking under poverty, he 
ftoopcth down to meannefs; and by 
tamely bearing infults, he invitcth in- 
juries. 

As a reed is fhaken with the breath 
of the air, fo the fhadow of evil mak- 
eth him tremble. 

In the hour of danger, he is em- 
barraffed and confounded; in the day 
of misfortune, he finketh, and defpair 
overwhelmeth his foul. 

^ CHAP. 
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C H A P. VII. 
CONTENTMENT* 

pORQET not, Oman! that thy 
ftation on earth is appointed by 
the wifdom of the Eternal ^ who know- 
leth thy heart, who fceth the vanity of 
^1 thy wiihes, and who often, in 
mercy, denieth thy requefts. 

Yet for all reafonable defires, for 
all honeft endeavours, his benevolence 
bath eftablifhed, in the nature of 
things^ a probability of fuccefs. 

The uneafinefs thou feeleft, the 
misfortunes thou bewaileft j behold 
the root from whence they fpring ! 
even thine own foUy, thine own pride, 
thine Qwn diftempcred fancy. 

Murmur not therefore at the dif- 
^nfation$ of God, but corredt thine 
E 0^x1 
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own heart : Neither fay within thyfelf, 
Jf I had vv^calth, or power, or leifure, 
I fhould be happy; for know, they 
all bring lo their feveral poffeffors 
their peculiar inconveniencies. 

The poor man feeth not the vexa- 
tions aind anxieties of the rich, he feel- 
cth not the difficulties and perplexities 
of power, neither knoweth he the 
wearifomenefs of leifure; and there- 
fore it is that he repineth at his own lot. 

But envy not the appearance of 
happinefs in any man, for thou know- 
eft not his fecret griefs. 

To be fatisfied with a little, is the 
greateft wifdom ; and he who increaf- 
eth his riches, increafeth his cares : 
But a contented mind is a hidden trea- 
fure, and trouble findeth it not. 

Yet if thou fuffereft not the allure- 
ments of fortune to rob thee of jufticc, 

or 
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or temperance, or charity, or modef- 
ty, even riches themfelyes fliall not 
make thee unhappy. 

But hence (halt thou learn, that the 
cup of felicity, pure and unmixed, is 
by no means a draught for mortal man.' 

Virtue is the race which God hath 
fct him to run, and happinefs the gaol ; 
which none can arrive at, till he hatb 
finiihed his cpurfe, and receive hx» 
crown in the manfions of eternity^ ^, 



E a CHAR 
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CHAP. VIII. 
T E M P E R A N C E.. 

npHE ncarcft approach thou canf! 
make to happinefa, on this fide 
the grave, is to enjoy from Heaven,, 
health, wifdom, and peace of mind. 
^.Thefe bleffings if thou poffeffeft, 
and wouldft prcfcrve to old age, avoid 
the allurements of voluptuoufnefs, and 
fly from her temptations. 

When /he fpreadeth her delicacies 
on the board, when her wine fpark- 
leth in the cup, when fhe fmileth up- 
on thee, and perfuadeth thee to be joy- 
ful and happy j then is the hour of 
danger, and let reafon ftand firmly on 

her guard* 

. For 



Book J. ;, HuMAK Life. ^ 53 

For, if thou harkeneft unto the 
words of her adverfary, thou art de-. 
ceived and betrayed. 

The joy \yhich fhe proniifeth chang- 
ed to madnefs, and her enjoyments 
lead on to difeafes and death. 

Look round her board,, caft thine 
eyes upon her guefts,^ and ofaierve 
thofe who have been allured by her 
foules, wliQ have liflened to her tQBij)^ 
tations.. . 

Are they nor meagre ? are they not 
fickly ? are they not fpiritlefs ? 

Their fhort hours of jollity and riot, 
are followed by tedious hours of pain 
and deje<5tion. He hathi debauched 
and palled, their appetites^ that they 
have now no relifh for her niceft dain-r 
ties 5 her votaries are become her vic?- 
tims ;; the juil; and natural confequence 
which God hath ordained, in the con« 
E 3 ftvl>\\.\a^ 
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ftitution of things, for the paniib- 
mcnt of thofe . who abufc his gifts. 

But who is fhe that; with graceful 
ftcps/aoidwitha Hy'cly air, trips over 
yonder plain I 

The rofe blufheth on her cheeks, 
the fweetnefs of the morning breath- 
cth from her lips; joy^ tempered with 
innocence and modcfty, fparklcth in her 
eyes, and from the chearfulnefs of her 
heart fhe fingeth as fhe walks. . 

Her name is Health j^ fhe is the 
daughter of Exercife, who begot her 
on Temperance ; their fons inhabit the 
mountains that ilretch over the nor- 
thern regions of San Ton Hoe. 

They are brave, adive, and lively, 
and partake of all the beauties and 
virtues of their fifter. 

Vigour flringeth their nerves,, 
flrength dwcUeth in their bone^, 

and 
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and labour is their delight all the 
day long. 

.The employmeists . of their father 
excite their appetites, and the repafts 
of their mother ripfreih-thein. 

To -combat the paffions' is their 
delight ; to conquer evil habits, their 
glory. - ^ 

. Their plcafures are moderate, and 
therefore they endure ; their repofe is 
ihort, but found and undifturbed. 
: Their blood is pure, their minds 
are fcrene^ and the phyfician findeth 
not the way to their habitations. • 

But fafety dwellelh not with the 
fans of men, neither is- fecurity found 
within their gates. 

. Behold them expofed to new dan- ] 
gers from without, while a traitor 
within lurketh to betray them. 

Their 
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Their ^health, their ftrength; their 
beauty, and adivity, have caifed de-. 
fire iii the bpfom of lafciviourS Love. 

She ft^ndeth; ia^ her bowcr^ {ho 
courteth their regard,.{he fpreadeth her 
temptations. 

Her limbs are foft,, her air is deli^: 
cate, her attire loofe and inviting.. 
Wantonnefs fpeaketh. in her eyes> and 
on her bofom fits Temptation. She be- 
coneththem with her finger,. Ihe woo- 
cth them wsith her looks, and by the 
fmoothueft of her tpngue j(he endea-. 
voureth tO; deceive. 

Ah ! fly from her allurements^ ftop 
thine ears to her enchanting words. If 
thou meetefl: the languishing of hep 
eyes, if thoaheareft the foftnefs of her 
voice, if fhe caftcth her arms about thec^ 
(he bindeth thee in chains for ever. 

Shame 
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Shame followcth, and difeafe, and 
want, and care, and repentance. 

Enfeebled by dalliance, with lux- 
ury pampered, and foftcned by floth, 
ftrength (hall forfake thy limbs, and 
health thy conftitution. Thy days 
fhall be few, and thofe inglorious ; 
thy griefs fliall be many, yet meet 
with no cpmpaifion. 



BOOK 
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BOOK II. 

TU£ PASSIONS. 

C H A P. I. 

HOPE and FEAR. 

npHE promifes of Hope are fwcctcr 
than rofes in the bud, and far 
more flattering to expedlation; but 
the threatenings of Fear, are a terror 
to the heart* 

Neverthelefs, let not Hope allure, 
nor Fear deter thee from doing that 
which is right : So (halt thou be pre- 
pared to meet all events with an equal 
mind. 

The 
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The terrors even of death, are no 
terrors to the good: He that com- 
mitteth no evil, hath nothing to fear. 
^ In all thy undertakings, let a rea- 
fonable aflurance animate thy endea- 
vours ; if thou dcfpaireft of fuccefs, 
thou fhalt not fucceed. 

Terrify not thy foul with vain 
fears, neither kt thine heart fink 
within thee from the phantoms of 
imagination* 

From Fear proceedeth misfortune; 
but he that hopeth, helpeth himfelf. 

As the oftrich, when purfued, hid- 
cth his head, but forget tcth his body; 
fo the fears of a coward expofe him 
to danger. 

. If thou believeft a thing impoflible, 
thy defpondency (hall make it fo; but 
he that perfevcreth, (hall overcome all 
difficulties. 



€o The Oeconomy of Part I. 

A vain hope flattereth the heart of 
a fool ; but he that is wife, purfueth 
it not. 

In all thy defires, let reafon go 
along with thee, and fix not thy hopes 
beyond the bounds of probability: 
So fhall fuccefs attend thy undertak- 
ings, and thy heart fhall not be vexed 
with difappointments. 



i 
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JOY and GRIEF. 

T ET not thy mirth be fo extra-* 
'^ vagant as to intoxica;e-thy mind, 
nor thy forrow fo heavy as to deprejfe 
thy heart. This world afFordeth no 
good fo tranfporting, nor inflifteth 

any 
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any evil fo fevere, as fhould raife thci 
far above, or fink thee much bciieatK 
the balance of moderation, 

Lo ! yonder ftandeth the houfc of 
Joy. It is painted on the out-lide, 
and lookcth gay; thou mayeft know it 
by the continual noife of mirth and 
exultation that iffueth from it. 

The miilrefs ftandeth at the door, 
and calleth aloud to all that pafs by ; 
fhe fingeth, and Ihouteth, and laugh- 
cth without ceafing. 

She inviteth them to go in and tafte 
the pleafures of life, which fhe telleth 
them are no where to be found but 
beneath her roof. 

But enter thou not into her gate; 
neither aflbciate thyfelf with thofe 
who frequent her houfe. » 

They call themfelves the fons of 
Joy, they laugh and feem delighted; 
F \^>3X 
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but madnefs and folly are in all fheir 
doings. 

They are linked with mifchief hand 
in hand, and their fteps lead down 
to evil. ^ Dangers befet them round 
about, and the pit of deftrudlion 
yawneth beneath their feet. 

Look now on the other fide^ and 
behold, in that vale ovcr-fhadowed 
with trees, and hid from the fight of 
men, the habitation of Sorrow* 

Her bofQfh heaveth with fighs, her 
mouth is filled with lamentation, flie 
delighfeth to dwell on the fubjedt of 
human mifery. 

She looketh on the common acci- 
dents of life, and weepeth; the weak- 
nefs and wickednefs of man is the 
theme of her lips. 

All nature to her teemeth with 
evil, every objed (he feeth is tinged 

with 
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with the gloom of her own mind, and 
the voice of complaint faddencth her- 
dwelling day and night. 

Come not near her cell ; her breath 
is contagious ; fhe will blaft the fruits, 
^nd wither the flowers that adorn and 
fweeten the garden of life* 

In avoiding the houfe of Joy, let 
not thy feet betray thee to the borders 
of this difmal manfion; but purfue 
with care the middle path, which (hall 
lead thee, by a gentle afcent, to the 
bower of Tranquility. ^ 

With her dwelleth peace, with her 
dwelleth fafety and contentment. She is 
chearful, but not gay; fhe is ferious, 
but not grave; fhe vieweth the joys 
and the forrows of life with an equal 
and fleady eye. 

From hence, as from an eminence, 

(halt thou behold the folly and the 

F 2 rcvvfei^ 
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mifery of thofe, who, either led by the 
gaiety of their hearts, take up their 
abode with the companions of jollity 
and riotous mirth; or, infeded by 
gloominefs and melancholy, fpend all 
their days in complaining of the woes 
and calamities of human life. 

Thou fhalt view them both with 
pity, and the error of their ways fhall 
keep thy feet from ftraying. 



C HA 
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CHAP. Ill, 

ANGER. 

A S the whirlwind in its fufy tcartth 
up' trees, and deforrheth the face 
of nature; or, as an earthquake, in its 
convullions, overturneth cities ; fo the 
rage of an angry man throweth mif- 
chief around him; danger and de- 
ftrudtion' wait on his hand. 

But confider, and forget not thine 
own weaknefs; fo fhalt thou pardon 
the failings of others. 

Indulge not thyfelf in the paffion 
of Anger ; it is whetting a fword, to 
wourid thine own breaft, or murder 
thy friend. 

If thou beareft flight provocations 
with patience, it ihall be imputed unto 
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thee for wifdom ; and if thou wipeft 
them . from thy remembrance^ thy 
heart fhall feel reft, and thy minct. 
fhall not reproach thee. 

Seeft thou not that the angry man 
lofeth his undcrftanding ? Whilft thou 
art yet in thy fenfes, let the wrath of 
another be a leflbii to thyfelf. 

Do nothing in a pailion; Why 
wilt thou put to fea in the violence 
qf a ftorm ? 

If it be difficult to rule thine anger, 
it is wife to prevent it; avoid therefore 
all occafions of falling into wrath, or 
guard thyfelf againft them whenever 
they occur. 

A fool is provoked with infolent 
fpeeches, but a wife man laugheth 
them to fcorn. 

Harbour not revenge in thy breaft ; 

it will torment thy heart, and difco- 

lour its beft inclinations. 

Be 
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Be always more ready to forgive, 
than to return an injury: He that 
watches for an opportunity of revenge, 
lieth in wait againft himfelf, and draw- 
eth down mifchief on his own head. > v 

A mild anfwer to an angry man, 
like water caft upon the fire, abateth 
his heat, and from an enemy he fhall 
become ihy friend. 

Coniider how few things are wor- 
thy of anger, and thou wilt wonder 
that any but fools fliould be wroth. 

In folly or weaknefs it always be- 
ginneth ; but remember, and be well 
aflured, it feldom concludeth without 
repentance. 

On th€ heels of folly, treadeth 
fliame; at the back of anger, ftand- 
cth remorfe. 

■ -{^ 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
PITY. 

A S bloflbms and flowers are ftrewed 
upon earth by the hand of fpringj 
as the kindnefs of fummer produceth 
in perfedion the bounties of harveft; 
fo the fmiles of pity flied bleflings on 
the children of misfortune 

He who pitieth another, recom- 
mendeth himfelf ^ but he who is with-* 
cut compaflion, deferveth it not.^ 

The butcher relenteth not at the 
bleating of the kmb; neither is the 
heart of the cruel moved with diftrefs. 

But the tears of the compaflionate 
are fweeter than dew drops, falling 
from rofes on the bofom of the earth. 
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Shut not thine ear therefore againft 
the cries of the poor ; neither harden 
thine heart againft the calamities of 
the innocent 

When the fatherlefs call upon thee, 
when the widow^s heart is funk, and 
flie imploreth thy affiftance with tear^ 
of forrow; O! pity her afflidtion, and 
extend thy hand to thofe who have 
none to help them. 

When thou feeft the naked wan- 
derer of the ftreet, fhivering with cold, 
and deftitute of habitation; let boun- 
ty open thine heart, let the wings of 
charity flicltcr him from death, that 
thine own foul may live. 

WKilft the poor man groaneth on 
the bed of ficknefs, whilft the unfor-r 
tunate languifli in the horrors of a 
dungeon, or the hoary head of age 
lifts up a feeble eye to the? for pity j 

01 
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O ! how canft thou riot in fuperfiuous 
enjoyments, regardlefs.of their wants^ 
unfeeling of their woes ? 



C H A P^ V. 
DESIRE and L O V E- 

TOEWARE, young man!. beware of 
the allurements of wantonnefs^ 
and let not the harlof tempt thee td 
cxcefs in her delights. 

The madnefs of dfefirc fhall defeat 
its own purfuits; from the blindnefs 
of its rage, thou fhalt ru£h upon de- 
ftruftion. 

Therefore give not up thy heart to 
her fwecLt enticements, neither fufFer 

thy 
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thy foul to be enflaved by her enchant- 
ing delufions. 

The fountain of health, which muft 
f apply the ftream of pleafufe, fhall 
quickly be dried up, and every fpring 
of joy (hall be exhaufled. 

In the prime of thy life, old age 
fhall overtake thee : thy fan fhall de- 
cline in the morning of thy days. 

But when virtue and modefty en- 
lighten her charms, the luftre of a 
beautiful woman is brighter than the 
flars of heaven, and the influence of 
her power it is in vain to refift. 

The whitenefs of her bofom tran- 
fcendeth the lily^ her fmile is more 
delicious than a garden of rofes. 

The innocence of her eye is like 
that of the turtle; fimplicity and truth 
dwell in her heart. 

The 
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The kifles of her mouth are fweet- 
cr than honey ; the perfumes of Ara- 
bia breathe from her lips. 

Shut not thy bofom to the tender- 
nefs of love; the purity of its flame 
ihall ennoble thine heart, and foften 
it to receive the faireft impreflions. 



BOOK 
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BOOK IIL 

W O MA N. 

jO IVE ear, fair daughter of love! 
to the inftruftions of prudence, 
and let the precept of truth fink deep 
in thy heart: fo fhall the charms of 
thy mind add luftre to the elegance of 
thy form; and thy beauty, like the 
f ofe it refembleth, {hall retain its fweet^ 
ncfs when its bloom is withered. 

In the fpring of thy youth, in the 
morning of thy days; when the eyes 
of men gaze on thee with delight, and 
nature whifpereth in thine ear the 
meaning of their looks ; Ah ! hear 
with caution their feducing words^ 
G guard 
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guard well thy heart, nor Jiften to 
their foft perfuafions. 

Remember thou art made man's 
reafonable companion, not the flaye of 
his paflion ; the end of thy being is 
not merely to gratify his loofe defire, 
but to aflift him in the toils of life, to 
foothe him with thy tendernefs, and 
recompence his care with foft endear- 
ments. 

Who is fhe that winneth the heart 
of man, that fubdueth him to love, 
and reigneth in his bread ? 

Lo ! yonder fhe walketh in maiden 
fvveetnefs, with innocence in her mind, 
and modefty on her cheek. 

Her hand feeketh employment, her 
foot delighteth not in gadding abroad. 

She is cloathed with neatnefs, (he is 
fed with temperance; humility and 

meek- 



Book IIL Human Life. 75 

meeknefs are a crown of glory circling 
her head. 

On her tongue dwelleth mufic, the 
fweetnefs of honey floweth from her 
lips. 

Decency is in all her words, in her 
anfwers are mildnefs and truth. 

Submiflion and obedience arc th6 
leffons of her life, and peace and hap- 
pinefs are her reward. 

Before her fteps walketh prudence, 
and virtue attended at her right hand. 
Her eye fpeaketh foftnefs and love ; 
but difcretion with a fceptre jfitteth on 
her brow. 

The tongue of the licentious is 
dumb in her prefence, the awe of her 
virtue keepeth him filent. 

When fcandal is bufy, and the fame 

of her neighbour is tofled from tongue 

to tongue; if charity and good nature 

G 2 o^^w 
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open not her mouth, the finger of fi- 
lence refteth on her lip. 
. Her breaft is the manfion of good* 
nefs, and therefore flie fufpedtcth na 
evil in others. 

Happy were the man that (hould 
make her his wife; happy the child, 
th&t fhall call her mother^ 

She prefideth. in the houfe, ah(£ 
there is peace; ihe commandeth witb 
j.udgment, and is obeyed. 

She arifeth in the morning, ffas 
Qonfiders her affairs, and appointeth 
to every one their proper bufinefs; 

The care of her family is her whole 
delight; to that alone fhe applieth her 
jftudy, and elegance with frugality is 
feen in her manfions. 

The prudence of her management 
is an honour to her hufband, and he 
beareth her praife with a fecret delight « 

She 



Book III. Human Lif£. 77 

She informeth the minds of her 
children with wifdom, fhe fafhioneth 
their manners from the example of 
her own goodnefs. 

The word of her mouth is the law 
of their youth,, the motion of her eye 
commandeth^ their obedience. 

She fpeaketlb, and her fervants fly; fhe 
pointeth, and the thing is done : For 
the law of love is in their hearts, and 
her kindnefs addeth wings to their feet. 

In profperity, fhe is not puffed up; 
in adverfity, fhe healeth the wounds 
of fortune with patience. 

The troubles of her hufband are al- 
leviated by her counfels, and fweetened 
by her endearments; heputteth his heart 
in her bofom, and receive th comfort* 

Happy is the man that hath made 
her his wife; happy the child that 
calleth her mother. 

G 3 CHAR 
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BOOK IV, 



consanguinity; or, natural 
relations. 



C H A P. L 
tl U SB A N D. 

^TpAKE uiito thyfelf a wife, and 
obey the ordinance of God: 
Take unto thyfelf a wife, and become 
a faithful member of fociety. 

But examine with care, and fix not 
fuddenly. On thy prefent choice de^ 
pends thy future happinefs. 

If 
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If much of her time is deftroyed in 
drefs and adornments > if flie is ena- 
moured with her own beauty, and 
delighted with her own praife ; if (he 
laugheth much, and talketh loud ; if 
her foot abideth not in her father^st 
houfe, and her eyes with boldnefs 
rove on the faces of men r though 
her beauty were as the fun in the fir- 
mament of heaven, turn thine eye* 
from her charms, turn thy feet from 
her paths, and fuiFer not thy foul 
to be enfnared by the allurements of 
imagination. 

But when thou findeft fenfibility of 
heart, joined with fbftncfs of manners; 
an accomplifhed mind, with a forrti 
agreeable to thy fancy; take her home 
to thy houfej ihe is worthy to be thy 
ftiend> thy companion in life, the wife 
pf thy bofom* , ^ 

O cherifh 
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O cherifh her, as a blefling fent thee 
from heaven. Let the kindnefs of thy 
behaviour endear thee to her heart. 

She is the miftrefs of thy houfe; 
treat her therefore with refped:^ that 
thy fervants may obey Tier. 

Oppofe not her inclination without 
taufe ', fhe is the partner of thy cares, 
make her alfo the companion of thy 
pleafures. 

Reprove her faults with gentlenefs, 
exa£t not her obedience with rigour. 

Truft thy fecrets in her breaft ; her 
counfels are fincere, thou flxalt not be 
deceived. 

Be faithful to her bed ; for fhe is 
the mother of thy children. 

When pain and ficknefs affault her, 
let thy tendernefs foothe her afflidtion ; 
a look from thee of pity and love, (hall 
alleviate her grief, or mitigate her pain, 

and 
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and be of more avail than ten phyfii- 

cians. 

Confid^r the tenderncfs of her fex^ 
the delicacy of her frame ; and be not 
ievere^ to her weaknefs, but remem-^ 
ber thine own imperfeftions^ 



CHAR IL 

. . . . i 

• FAT H E R^ 

/^ ONSIDER, thou who art a parent \ 
^^ the importance of thy truft; the 
being thou haft producedj^ it is thjr 
duty to fupport* 

Upon thee alfo it dependeth, whe- 
ther the child of thy bofom (hall be a 

bleffing 
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blefling or a curfe to thyfelf ; aa ufe- 
ful or a worthlefs member to the com- 
munity^ 

Prepare him early with inftrudllon^ 
and feafon his mind with the m^ms 
of truth • 

Watch the bent of his inclination, 
fet him right in his youth, and let nor 
evil habit gain ftrength with his years* 

So fhall he rife like a cedar on the 
mountains ; his head fhall be {gcix above 
the trees of the foreft. 

A wicked Con is a reproach to his 
father ; but he that doeth right, is an 
honour to his grey hairs. 

The foil is thine own, let it not 
want cultivation; the feed which thou 
foweft, that alfo fhalt thou reap. 

Teach him obedience, and he fhall 
blefs thee; teach him modefty, and he 
fliall not be afhamed. 

Teach 
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Teach him gratitude, and he fliall 
receive benefits; teach him charity, 
and he fhall gain love. 

Teach him temperance, and he fhall 
have health ; teach him prudence, and 
fortune fliall attend him. 

Teach him juftice, and he fhall be 
honoured by the world; teach him 
finccrity, and his own heart fhall not 
reproach him. 

Teach him diligence, and his wealth 
fhall increafe ; teach him benevolence, 
and his mind fhall be exalted. 

Teach him fcience, and his life fhall 
be ufeful; teach him religion, and his 
death fhall be happy. 



CHAP. 
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C H A F. III. 
• S O N. 

T7»R0M the creatures of God, let 
•^ man learn wifdom, and apply to 

- himfelf the inftrudlion they give. 

Go to the defart, my fon ! Obfervc 
the young ftork of the wildernefs, 
let him fpeak to thy heart ; he beareth 
on his wings his aged fire, he lodgeth 
him in iafety, and fupplieth him with 
food* 

The piety of a child is fweeter than 
the incenfe of Perfia, offered to the 
fun ; 3rea, more delicious than odours, 
wafted from a field of Arabian fpices, 

• by the wcfl:ern gales. 

Be 
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Be grateful then to thy father, for 
he gave thee life ; and to thy mother, 
for fhe fuftained thee. 

Hear the words of his mouth, for 
they are fpoken for thy good ; give ear 
to his admonition, for it proceedeth 
from love. 

He hath watched for thy welfare, he 
hath toiled for thy eafe; do honour 
therefore to his age, and let not his 
grey hairs be treated with irreverence. 

Forget not thy hclplefs infancy, nor 
the frowardnefs of thy youth, and in- 
dulge the infirmities of thy aged pa- 
rents ; aflift and fupport them in the 
.decline of life. 

So fhall their hoary heads go down 
to the grave in peace ; and thine own 
children, in reverence of thy example, 
£hall repay thy piety with filial love. 

H CHA.P. 
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CHAP. IV. 
BROTHER S- 

"XT E are the children of one father, 
• provided for by his care; and 
the breaft of one mother hath given 
you fuck. 

Let the bonds of affedlion, there-^ 
fore unite thee v^rith thy brothers; 
that peace and happinefs may dwell in 
thy father's houfe. 

And when ye feparate in the world, 
remember the relation that bindeth 
you to love and unity ; and prefer not 
a ftranger before thine own blood. 

If thy brother is in adverfity, affift 
him ; if thy fifter is in trouble, for* 
fake her not. 

So 
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So fhall the fortunes of thy father 
contributed to the fupport of his whole 
race ; and his care be continued to you 
all, in your love to each other. 



H2 BOOK 
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BOOK V. 

providence; or, the accidental 
differences of men. 

CHAP. I. 
WISE and IGNORANT. 

n|"^ H E gifts of the underftanding 
are the treafures of God ; and he 
appointeth to every one his portion, 
in what meafure feemeth good unto 
himfelf. 

Hath he endued thee with wifdom ? 
Hath he enlightened thy mind with 
the knowledge of truth ? Communis 
cate it to the ignorant, for their in- 

ftrudion ; 



i 
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ftrudlion 5 communicate it to the wife, 
for thine own Improvement. 

True wifdom is lefs prefuming than 
folly* The wife man doubteth often, 
and changeth his mind : the fool is 
obftinate, and doubted not ; he know- 
eth all things, but his own ignorance. 

The pride of emptinefs is an abo- 
mination; and to talk much is the 
foolifhnefs of folly : neverthelefs, it 
isi the part of wifdom, to bear the 
impertinence of fools, to hear their 
abfurdities with patience, and pity their 
weaknefs. 

Yet be not puiFed up in thine own 
conceit, neither boaft of fuperior un- 
derftanding ; the cleareft human know- 
ledge is but blindnefs and folly. 

The wife man feeleth his imperfec- 
tions, and is humbled ; he laboureth 
H 3 ia 
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in vain, for his own approbation. But 
the fool p^epeth in the fhallow ftreant 
of his own mind, and is pleafcd with 
the pebbles which he feeth at the bot- 
tom : he bringeth them up, and fliew- 
eth -them as pearls ; and with the ap- 
plaufe of his brethren delighteth he 
himfelf. 

He boafteth of attainments in things 
that are of no worth ; but where it is 
a fhame to be ignorant, there he hath 
no underftanding. 

Even in the paths of wifdorti, he 
toileth after folly ; and fhame and dif- 
appointment are the reward of his la- 
bour. 

But the wife man cultivates his 
mind with knowledge -, the improve- 
tnent of arts is his delight, and their 

utility 
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utility to the public crowneth him 
with honour. 

Neverthelefs the attainment of vir- 
tue he accounteth as the higheft learn- 
ing j and the fcience of happinefs is 
the ftudy of his life. 



CHAP. II. 
RICH and POOR. 

nn H E man to whom God hath gi- 
•*• ven riches, and blefled with a mind 
to employ them aright, is peculiarly fa- 
voured, and highly diftinguifhed. 

He looketh on his wealth with 
pleafurc, becaufe it afFordeth him the 
means to do good« 

He 
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He proteded the poor that are in- 
jured, he fuiFereth not the mighty to 
opprefs the weak. 

He feeketh out objedts of compaf- 
fion ; he enquireth into their wants ; 
he relieveth them with judgment, and 
and without oftentation. 

He aflifteth and rewardeth merit;; 
he encourageth ingenuity, and libe- 
rally promoteth every ufeful defign. 

He carrieth on great works, his 
country is enriched, and the labourer 
is employed ; he formeth new fchemes,, 
and the arts receive improvement. 

He confidereth the fuperfluities of 
his table as belonging to the poor of 
his neighbourhood^ and he defrauded 
them not» 

The benevolence of his mind is 
not checked by his fortune; he rc- 

joiceth 
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joiceth therefore in riches, and his joy 
is blamelefs. 

But woe unto him that heapeth up 
wealth in abundance, and rejoiceth 
alone in the pofleffion thereof : 

That grindeth the face of the poor, 
and conlidereth not the fweat of their 
brows ; 

He thriveth on oppreffion without 
feelings the ruin of his brother dif- 
turbeth him not. 

The tears of the orphan he drinketh 
as milk, the cries of the widow arc 
mufic to his ear. 

His heart is hardened with the love 
of wealth; no grief nor diftrefs can 
make impreffion upon it. 

But the cu'rfe of iniquity purfueth 
him: he liveth in continual fear; the 
anxiety of his mind, and the repaci- 
ous defires of his own foul, take venge- 
ance 
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ance upon him, for the calamities 
he hath brought upon others, 

O ! what are the miferies of poverty, 
in comparifon with the gnawings of 
this man's heart ? 

Let the poor man comfort him- 
felf, yea, rejoice; for he hath many 
reafons. 

He fftteth down to his morfcl in 
peace ; his table is not crowded with 
flatterers and devpurers. 

He is not embarrafled with a train 
of dependents, nor teafcd with the 
clamours of felicitation 

Debarred from the dainties of the 
rich, he efcapeth alfo their difeafcs. 

The bread that he cateth, is it not 

fweet to his tafle? the water he drink- 

eth, is it not pleafant to his thirft ? 

yea, far more delicious than the richeft 

draughts of the luxurious. 

His 
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His labour prefervcth his healthy 
and produceth him a repofe, to which 
the downy bed of floth is a ftranger. 

He limiteth his defires with humi- 
lity ; and the calm of contentment is 
fweeter to his foul, than the acquire- 
ments of wealth and grandeur. 

Let not the rich therefore prefume 
on his riches, nor the poor defpond 
in his poverty; for the providence 
of God difpenfeth happinefs to them 
both, and the diftribution thereof is 
more equally made than the fool can 
believe. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

MASTERS andSERVANTS. 

TJ EPINE not, O man ! at the ftate of 
•*^^ fervitude : it is the appointment 
of God, and hath many advantages; 
it removeth thee from the cares and 
folicitudes of life 

The honour of a fervant is his fide- 
lity; his higheft virtues are fubmiffi- 
on and obedience. 

Be patient, therefore, under the re- 
proofs of thy'mafter? and when he 
rebi'kcth thee, anfwer not again. The 
filence of thy refignation fhall not be 
forgotten. 

Be 
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Be fludious of his intcrefts, be dilU 
gent in his affairs^ and faithful to the 
truft which he repofcth in thee. . 

Thy time and thy labour belong un- 
to him. Defraud him not thereof, for 
he payeth thee for them. 

And thou who art a mafter^ be 
juft to thy fervant, if thou expefteft 
from him fidelity; and reafonable in 
thy commands, if thou expedlefl: a 
ready obedience* 

The fpirit of a man is in him ; feve- 
rity and rigour may create fear, but 
can never command his love. 

Mix kindnefs with reproof, and 
reafon with authority ; fo ihall thy ad- 
monitions take place in his heart, and 
his duty ihall become his pleafure. 

He fhall ferve thee faithfully, from 

the motive af gratitude; he fliall 

obey thee chearfully, from the prin- 

I ciple 
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ciple of love ; and fail not thou, in 
return, to give his diligence and 
fidelity, their proper reward. 



C H A P. IV, 
MAGISTRATES dnd SUBJECTS. 

r\ THOU, the favourite of Hea- 
^^ ven ! vsrhom the fons of men, 
thy equals, have agreed to raife to fo- 
vereign power, and fet as a ruler 
over themfelves : confider the ends 
and importance of their triift, far 
more than the dignity and height of 
thy ftation. 

Thou 
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Thou art clothed in purple^ and 
feated on a throne ; the crown of ma^ 
jefty inveileth thy tcmpks, the fccp- 
trc of power is placed in thy hand : 
but not for thyfelf were thefe enfigns 
given J not meant for thine own, but 
the good of thy kingdom. 

The glory of a king is the welfart 
of his people; his power and domi- 
nion rejft on the hearts of his fubjeds. 

Tlie mind of a great prince, is ex- 
alted with the grandeur of his litua- 
tion; he revolved high things, and 
fcarcheth for bufinefs worthy of his 
power. 

"He calleth together nhe wife men of 
his kingdom, he confultcth among 
them with freedom, and heareth the 
opinions of them all. 

He lookcth among his -people with 

difcernment : he difcovereth the abili- 

I 2 tics 
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ties of men, and cmployeth them ac- 
cording to their merits. 

His magiftrates are juft, his minif- 
ters are wife, and the favourite of his 
bofom deceiveth him not. 

He fmileth on the arts, and they . 
flourifli ; the fciences improve beneath 
the culture of his hand. 

With the learned and ingenious he 
delighted himfelf; he kindleth in their 
breafts emulation, and the glory of his 
kingdom is exalted by their labours. 

The fpirit of the merchant who ex* 
tendeth his commerce, the fkill of the 
farmer w^ho enricheth his lands, the 
ingenuity of the artift, the improve- 
ments of the fcholar ; all thefe he hew 
noureth with his favour, or reward- 
eth with his bounty. 

He plant^th new colonies, he build- 
eth flrong fliips, he openeth rivers for 

con- 
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convenience, he formeth harbours for 
lafety ; his people abotiiid ih riches, 
and the ftrength of hi« kingdom in- 
creafeth. 

He frameth his ftatutes with equity 
and wifdom ? his fubjcds enjoy the 
fruits of their labour in fecurity*; and 
their happinefs confifts in their obferv- 
ance of the law. 

He foundeth the judgments on the 
principles of mercy; but in the pu- 
nifhmeht of offenders, he is drift and 
impartial. 

His ears are open to the complaints 
of his fubjedls ; he reftraineth the haijd 
of their oppreffors, and delivereth them 
from their tyranny. 

His people therefore look up to him 
as a father, with' reverence and love : 
they coniider him as the guardian of 
all they enjoy. 

I 3 Their 
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Their afFe<aion unto him begetteth 
in his breaft a love of the public : the 
fecurity of their happinefs is the ob* 
jeft of his care. 

No murmurs againft him arife in 
their hearts j the machinations of his 
enemies endanger not his ilate. 

His fubjedts are faithful^ and firm 
in his caufe ; they iland in his defence, 
as a wall of brafs ; the army of his 
enemy flieth before them, as chaff be* 
fore the wind. 

Security and peace blefs the dwell- 
ings of his people ; and glory and 
ftrength encircle his throne for ever* 



BOOK 
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BOOK VI. 

THE SOCIAL DUTIES. 

CHAP. I. 
BENEVpLENCE. 

"1 ^7HEN thou confidereft thy wants, 
^ ^ when thou beholdeft thy im- 
perfeftions, acknowledge his good- 
nefs, O-fon. of humanity! who ho- 
noured thee with reafon, endued thee 
with fpeech, and placed thee in fo- 
ciety, to receive and confer reciprocal 
helps, and mutuaj obligations. 

Thy food, thy cloathing, thy con- 
venience of habitation -, thy protecr 

tion 



i 
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tion from the injuries, thy enjoyment 
of the comforts and the pleafures, of 
life : all jthefe thou oweft to the affift- 
ancc of others, and couldefl: not enjoy 
but in the bands af foci^ty. 

It is thy duty therefore to be a friend 
to mankind, as it is thy. intereft that 
man fhould be friendly to thee. 

As the rafe breathed fwectnefs from, 
its own nature, fo the heart'of a be- 
nevolent man produceth good works.. 

He enjoyeth the eafe and tranquil- 
lity of his own breaft^ and rejoiceth 
in the happinefs and profperity of his 
neighbour. 

He openeth not his ear unto flan- 
der ; the faults and the failings of men 
give pail) to his heart. 

His defire is to do good, and he 
fearchcth out . the occafions thereof i 
i in 
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in removing the oppreflions of an- 
other, he relieveth himfelf. 

From the largenefs of his mind, 
he comprehendeth in his wiflics the 
happinefs of all men ; and from the 
generofity of his heart, he endeavour- 
cth to promote it. 




CHAP. II. 
JUSTICE. 

np H E peace of fociety dependeth 
on juftice ; the happinefs of in- 
dividuals, on the fafc enjoyment of all 
their poffeffions. 

Keep the defires of thy heart, 
therefore, within the bounds of mo- 
deration } 
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deration ; let the haad of jufticc lead 
them aright* 

. Caft not an evil eye on the goods 
of thy neighbour f let whatever is his 
property^ be facned from thy touchy 

Let not temptation allure, nor any 
provocation excite thee, ta lift up thy 
hand to the hazard of his life. 

Defame him not in his charafler ; 
bear no falfe witnefs againft him. 

Corrupt not his fervant to cheat or 
forfake him ; and the wife of his bo- 
fom, O tempt not to fin I 

It will be a grief to his heart which 
thou canfl: riot relieve ^ an injury to hi^ 
life, which no reparation can atone. 

_ Ib thy dealings with i»cn be im-^ 
partial and juft ; and da unto tbemv 
aa thou wpuldeft they fhould do unta 

. • Be 
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Be faithful to thy truft, and de- 
ceive not the man who relieth upon 
thee } be afTured^ it is lefs evil in the 
fight of God, tofleal, than betray. 

Opprefs not the poor, and defraud 
not, of his hire, the labouring man. 

When thou felleft for gain, hear 
the wKifperings of confcience, and be 
fatisfied with moderation; nor from 
the ignorance of the buyer, make ad- 
vantage to thyfelf. 

Pay the debts which thou oweft: 
For he who gave thee credit, relied 
upon thy honour 5 and to with-hold 
from him his due, is both mean and 
unju^. 

Finally, O fon of fociety ! examine 
thy heart, call remembrance to thy 
aid; and if in any of thofe things 

thou 
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thou fihdefl: thou haft: tranfgrefTedt 
take forrow and fhame to thyfelf, and 
make fpeedy reparation to the utmoft 
of thy power. 



CHAP. III. 
CHARITY. 

TTAPPY is the man who hath fown 
in his breaft the feeds of bene- 
volence ; the produce thereof fliall be 
charity and love. 

From the fountain of his heart 
(hall rife rivers of goodnefs ; and the 
ftreams fhall overflow foT the benefit 

of mankind. 

He 



He ailiAeth the poor in tkdr trou« 
ble, he rgoiceth in furthering the proi^ 
|)erity of all naen. 

He cenfureth not his neighbour; 
43elieveth not the tales of envy and 
tnalevolence, neither repeateth he their 
iflanders^ 

He forgiveth the injuries of men, 
he wipeth them from his remem- 
brance; revenge and malice have no 
place in his hearts. 

For evil he returneth not evil ; he 
hateth not even his enemies, but re- 
quited their injuftice with friendly 
admonition^ 

The griefs and anxieties of men 
excite his paflion ; he endeavoureth to 
alleviate the weight of their misfor- 
tunes, and the pleafures of fuccefs re- 
wardeth his labour. 

K He 
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He calmeth the fury, he healeth the 
the quarrels of angry men, and pre-- 
venteth the mifchicfs of ftrife and ani- 
xnofity. 

He promoteth in his neighbour- 
hood peace and good-wilU ^nd his 
name is repeated with praife and be«» 
nedidtions. 



CHAP. IV. 
GRATITUDE. 

\ S the. branches of a tree return 
^ their fap to the root, frorti 
whence it arofe; as a river poureth 
his ft reams to the fea, whecne his 

fpring 
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fpring was fupplied; fo the heart of 
a grateful man, delighted in return- 
ing a benefit receiyei* 

He acknowledgeth his obligation 
with chearfulnefs, he looketh on his 
benefaftor with love and efteem* 

And if to return it be not in his 
power, he nourifheth the memory of 
it in his breaft with kindnefs, he for- 
getteth it not all the days of his life. 

The hand of the generous man is 
like the clouds of heaven, which drop 
upon the earth, fruits, herbage, and 
flowers : but the heart of the un- 
grateful is like a defart of fand, which 
fwalloweth with greedinefs the Ihowefs 
that fall, burieth them in its bofom, 
and produceth nothing. 

Envy ?not thy benefador, neither 

ftrive to conceal the benefit he hath 

conferred: for though to oblige is 

K 2 better 
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better than to be obliged ; though the 
a<ft of generofity commandeth admw 
ration ; yet the Mlunility of gratitude 
toucheth the hearty and is amiable ia 
the fight both of God and man. 

But receive not a favour from the 
band of the prdud ; to the felfifh and 
avaricious have no obligation : the 
vanity of pride fhall expofe the to. 
fhame, the greedinefs of avarice IhaU 
never be fatisfied. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. V. 
SINCERITY. 

f^ THOU who art enamoured 
^"^ with the beaoties of Truth, and 
haft fixed thy heart on the fimplicity 
of her charms ! hold faft thy fide- 
lity unto her, and forfake her not; 
the conftancy of thy virtue Ihall crown 
thee with honour* 

The tongue of the fincere is rooted 
in his heart j hypocrify and deceit have 
no place in his words. 

He blufheth at falfehood,. and k 
confounded; but in fpeaking the truth, 
he hath a fteady e)re. 

K3 He 
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He fupporteth, as a man, the dignity 
of his charafter ; to the arts of hypo-* 
crify he fcorneth to fioOp. 

IJe IS confiftent with himfelf; he 
is never embarrafled;^ he hath cou- 
rage enough for truth> but to lye he 
i^afiraid* 

. He is far above the meannefs of dif- 
fimulation; the words of his raouth 
are the thoughts of his heart. 

Yet with prudence and caution he 
openeth his lips ; he ftudieth what ia 
right, and fpeaketh with cjifcretion,. 

He advifeth in friendfhip; he re- 
proveth with freedom; and whatfo- 
ever he promifeth, fhall furely be per- 
formed. 

- But the heart of the hypocrite is 
hid in his breafl: ; he mafketh his 

words 
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words in the femblancc of truths 
while the bufincfs of his life is only ta 
deceive. 

He laugheth in forrow^ he weepetb 
in joy ', and the words" of his mouth 
have no interpretation. 

He worketh in the dark as a mole> 
and fancieth he is fafe; but he blun- 
dereth into light, and is expofed to full 
view with his dirt on his head. 

He paiTeth his days in perpetual con- 
ftraint ^ . his tongue and his heart are 
for ever at variance. 

He laboureth for the character of 
a righteous man ; and huggeth himfelf 
in the thoughts of his cunning. 

O fool ! fool r the pains which 
thou takeft to hide what thou art, 
are more than would make thee what 

thou 
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thou wouldft feenij the children of 
wifdom ihall mock at thy cunnings 
when, in the midft of fecuritj, thy 
difguife is ftript off; and the finger of 
derifion fhall point thee to fcorn* 



BOOK 
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BOOK VIL 

RELIGION. 

•npHERE is but one God, the au* 
thor, the creator, the gover-* 
»or of the world ^ almighty, ctcrnal^^ 
vnd incomprehcnfible. 

The fun is not God, though his 
mbbleft Image. He enlightncth the 
world with his brightnefs, hie warmth 
^iveth life to the producJis of theeartht 
admire him as the creature, the inftru.- 
ment of God; but worfliip him not. 

To the One who is fuprcme, moft 

wife and beneficent, and to him alone, ^ 

belong worfliip, adoration, thankf- 

giving, and praife. 

Who 
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Who hath ftretched forth the hea- 
vens with his hand, who hath defcrib- 
ed with his finger the courfea of the^ 
ftars. 

Who fetteth bounds to the ocean, 
that it cannot pafs ; and faith unto the 
flormy winds. Be ftill. , 

Who fhaketh the earth, and the 
iiations tremble; who darteth his 
lightnings, and the wicked; aje dif- 
mayed. 

Who calleth forth worlds by the 
word of his mouth; who fmiteth 
with his arm> and they fink into nor- 
thing. 

** O ! reverence the majefty of the 
^* Omnipotent ; and tempt not his 
•* anger, left thou be deftroyed/^ 

The 



Book VII. H u M A N L I F E. 1 15 

The providence of God is over all 
his works; he ruleth and diredteth 
with infinite wifdom* 

He hath inftituted laws for the 
government of the world : he hath 
wonderfully varied them in all beings ; 
and each^ by his nature, conformeth 
to his will. 

In the depths of his mind he re- 
volvetli all knowledge ; the fccrets of 
futurity lie open before him. 

The thoughts of thy heart are nak-r 
ed to his view ; he knoweth thy de- 
terminations before they are made. 

With refpeft to his prefcience, there 
is nothing contingent 5 with refpeft 
to his providence, there is nothing ac- 
cidental. 

Wonderful he is in all his ways ; 
his counfels are infcrutable 5 the man- 
ner 
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ner of his knowledige tranfceodeth thy 
conception, 

" Pay therefore to his wifdom aH 
** honour and veneration^ and bow 
"^f down thyfelf in humble and fob* 
*'»miffiv« obedience to his fupreme 
** direftion," 

The Lord is gracious and benefit 
i:»it; he hath created the world in 
mercy and love* 

His goodnefs is confpicuous in all 
his works ; he is the fountain of ex- 
cellence, the center of perfeftion. 

The creatures of his hand declare 
his goodnefs, all their enjoyments fpeak 
his praife; he cloathed them with 
beauty, he fupported them with food, 
he preferveth them with pleafure fi:om 
generation to generation. 

If 
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If we lift up our eyes to the hea- 
vens, his glory Ihineth forth; if we 
- caft them down upon the earth, it is 
full of his goodnefs : the hills aud the 
valleys rejoice and fing; the fie|d, ri- 
vers, and wood5, refound his prajfe. 

But thee, O man! he hath diftin- 
gui^ed with peculiar favour; and ex- 
alted thy ftation above all creatures. 

He hath endued thee with reafort, 
to maintain thy dominion ; he hath 
fitted thee with language, to improve 
by foriety ; and exalted thy mind 
with the powers of meditation, to 
contemplate and adore his inimitable 
perfedlions. 

And in the laws he hath ordained 
as the rule of thy life, fo kindly hath 
he fuited thy duty to thy nature, that 
obedience to his precepts is happinefs 
to thyfelf. 

L ** O praife 
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** O praife his goodnefs with fohgs 
^' of thankfgiving, and meditate in 
'* filence on the wonders of his love: 
*' let thy heart overflow with grati- 
'* tude and acknowledgment, let the 
** language of thy lips fpcak praife 
** and adoration, let the a<9:ions of thy 
*' life fhew thy love to his law/' 

The Lord is jiift and righteous, and 
will judge the earth with equity and 
truth. 

Hath he eftablifhed his laws in 
. goodnefs and mercy, and fhall he not 
punifti the tranfgreflbrs thereof ? 

O think not, bold man! becaufe 
thy punifhrnent is delayed, that the 
arm of the Lord is weakened ; neither 
flatter thyfelf with hopes, that he 
winketh at thy doings. 

His 
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His eye pierceth the fecrets of eve- 
ry heart, and he remembereth them for 
ever: he refpecftcth not the -perfons, 
nor the ftations of men. 

The high and the low, the rich 
and the poor, the wife and the igno- 
rant^ when the foul hath (haken off 
- the cumbrous fhackles of this mortal 
life, fhall equally receive from the 
fentence of God, a juft and everlaft- 
ing retribution, according to their 
works. 

Then (hall the wicked tremble and 
be afraid i but the heart of the righte- 
ous fhall rejoice in his judgments. 

^* O ! fear the Lord,, therefore, all 
** thy days of thy life, and walk in 
** the paths which he hath opened 
** before thee. Let prudence admo- 
** nifli thee ! let temperance reftrain, 
L 2 ** let 
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** let juftice guide thy hand, bene- 
" volence warm thy heart, and gra- 
**. titude to Heaven inspire thee with 
*' devotion. Thefe fhall give thee 
** happinefs in thy prefent ftate, and 
*' bring thee to the manfions of eter- 
** nal felicity in the paradife of God/*^ 

THIS IS THE TRUE 
OECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 



THE 

Oeconomy of Human Life : 

PART THE SECOND. 

Tranflated from an Indian Manuscript, 

Found foon after that which contained the Origmal 
of the First Part, 

And WRITTEN by the fame Hand. 

I N A 

SECOND LETTER 

FROM 

An English Gentleman refiding at C a i n a, 
T O 

The Earl of ****** \ 



To- the Right Honourable 

The Earl of ^^ * * *. 

Pehn^ May ro, 1749-50. 
My Lord, 

NOT a month after I had inclofed to 
your Lordfliip the tranflation I had at- 
tempted, of the Oriental Syftem of Mora^ 
lity, fo famous in thefe parts, we were 
agreeably furprifed with a manufcript of 
the fame fize, whofe antiquity, charafters, 
and other internal marks, determined it to. be 
the performance of the fame author -, which, 
at the fame time, that it (hewed us fomething 
was wanting to what we had before efteemed a 
complete fyftem, very happily fupplied the 
deficiency. 

I could not reft, after the firft dipping in- 
to it, without the pleafing talk of a tranfla- 
tion J nor, when I had finiflied it, without 

doing 
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doing myfelf the honour of tranfmitting it to 
your Lordfliip. I need not tell your Lord- 
fliip, that the energy of thought, fublimity 
of ftyle, and many other circumftances, prove 
k to come from the divine hand that plan- 
ned the other. The fubftance of it carries 
abundantly more proof of it. ; 

If I did not flatter myfelf, that the Firit 
Part had met the honour of your LordAip^s 
approbation, I Ihould not be lb earneft in dis- 
patching this after it. But while I know 
the value of the work, and know youu 
Lordfhip's diftinguilhing genius, it would be 
jidiculous to affed a doubt about it. 

/ amy 

My Lord,. 

Tcursy Gf^ 
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OEGONOMY 
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HUMAN LIFE; 
PART SECOND; 

BOOK L 

MAN CONSIDERED IN THE GENfJRAt. 

CHAP. I. 
Of the Human Frame and Structure^ 

\TIT E A K and ignorant as thou art, 

^ ^ O man ! humble as thou oughtelt 

to be, O child of the duft ! wouldft 

thou raife thy thoughts to infinite wif* 

dom ? wouldft thou fee omnipotence 

difplayed before thee ? contemplate 

thine own frame. 

Fearfully 
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Fearfully and wonderfully art thou 
made : praife therefore thy Creator 
with awe, and rejoice before him wi'th 
reverence. 

Wherefore, of all creatures, art thou 
only ereS, but that thou (houldeft be- 
hold his works ? wherefore art thou 
to behold, but that thou mayeft ad- 
mire them? wherefore to adniirc, but 
that thou mayeil adore their and thy 
Creator ? 

Wherefore is confcioufnefs repofed 
in thee alone ? and whence is it de- 
rived to thee ? 

It is not in flefh to think, it is 
not in bones to reafon. The lion 
knoweth not that worms (hall eat 
Him; the ox perceiveth not that he 
is fed for flaughter. 

Something is added to thee unlike 
to what thou feeft : fomething in- 
forms 
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forms thy clay, higher than all that 
is the objea of thy fenfes. Behold ! 
what is it ? 

Thy body remaineth perfedl after it 
is fled, therefore it is no part of it :. 
it is immaterial, therefore it is eter- 
nal : it is free to adt, therefore it is 
accountable for its a<5tions. 

Knoweth the afs the ufe of food, 
becaufe his teeth mow down the her- 
bage? or ftandeth the crocodile ereft, 
although his back-bone is ftraight as 
thine ? 

God formed thee as he had formed 
thefe : after them all wert thou 
created; fuperiority and command were 
given thee over all, and of his own 
breath did he communicate to thee thy 
principle of knowledge. 

Know 
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Know thyfelf then the pride of his 
creation, the link uniting divinity and 
matter ! behold a part of God him- 
felf within thee ! Remember thine 
own dignity, nor dare defcend to evil 
or to meannefs. 

Who planted terror in the tail of 
the ferpent ? who cloathed the neck 
of the horfe with thunder ? Even he 
who hath inftrudled thee to crufli the 
one under thy feet, and tame the 
other to thy purpofes. 



C H A P. 
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CHAP. ir. 

Of the Use of the SfiMsfe^. 

ISr AUNT not of the body, becaufe 
it was firft formed i nor of thy 
brain, becaufe therein thy foul rcfideth. 
Is not the mafter of the houfe more 
honourable than his walls } 

The ground muft be prepared, be- , 
fore corn be planted : the potter muft ^ 
build his furnace, before he can make f 
his procelane. 

As the breath of heaven fayeth un- 
to the water of the deep, This way 
fhall thy billows roll, and no other; 
thus high, and no higher, fhall they 
raife their fury : fo let thy fpirit, O 
M man ! 
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man! adtuate, and diredl thy fleftij 
fo let it reprefs its wildncfs. 

Thy foul is the monarch of thy 
frame; fufFer not its fubjefts to rebel 
againft it. 

Thy body is as the globe of the 
earth, thy bones the pillars^that fuftain 
it on its bails. 

As the ocean giveth rife to fprings, 
whofe waters return again into its bo- 
fom through the rivers; To runneth 
thy life from the heart outwards, and 
fo returneth it into its place again. 

Do not both retain their courfe for 
ever ? Behold ! the fame God ordain- 
ed them. 

Is not thy nofe the channel to per- 
fumes? thy mouth the path to deli- 
cacies? Yet know thou, that per- 
fumes long fmelt become ofFenfive, 

that 
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that delicacies deftroy the appetite they 
flatter. 

Are not thine eyes the centinels that 
watch for thee ? yet how often are 
they unable to diftingnifh truth from 
error ? 

Keep thy foul in moderation, teach 
thy fpirit to be attentive to its good ; 
£0 fhall thefe its minifters be always to 
thee conveyances of truth. 

Thiite hand, : is it ^ not a miracle ? Is 
there in the creation aught like un- 
to it ? Wherefore was it given thee, 
but that thou mighteft ftretch it out 
to the affiftance of thy brother ? 

Why of all things living art thou 
alone made capable of blufhing ? The 
world (hall read thy fliame upon thy 
face ', therefore do nothing ihamefuL 

Fear and difmay, why rob they thy 

countenance of its ruddy fplendour ? 

M 2 Avoid 
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Avoid guilty and thou (halt know that 
fear is beneath thee; that difoiay is 
unmanly. 

Wherefore to thee alone fpeak fha- 
dows in the vifions of thy pillow ? 
Reverence them ; for^ know, that 
dreams are from on high. 

Thou, man, alone canft ^eak. 
Wonder at thy glorious prerogative ;, 
and pay to him who gave it the, a ra- 
tional and welcome praife, teaching 
thy children wifdom, inftru&ing the 
offspring of thy loins in piety. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. HI. 

The Soul of Man, its Origin and 
Affections, 

npHE bleffings, O Man ! of thy 
.external part, are health, vi- 
gour, and proportion. The greateft 
of tbefe is health. What health is to 
the body, even that is honefty to the 
foul. 

. That thou haft a foul, is of all know- 
ledge the moft certain, of all truths 
the moft plain unto thee. Be nacek, 
be grateful for it. Seek not to know 
it perfedlly. It is infcrutable. 

Thinking, underftanding, reafoning, 
willing, call not thefethe foul. They 
M 3 arc 
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are its adions^ but they are not its 
efTence. 

Raife it not tao high, that thou 
be not defpifed. Be not thou like 
unto thofe who fall by climbing, nei- 
ther debafe it to the fenfe of brutes ! 
nor be thou like to the horfe and the 
mule, in whom there is no under« 
Handing. 

Search it by its faculties, know it 
by its virtues. They arc more in 
number than the hairs of thy head ; 
the flars of heaven are not to be 
counted with them. . 

Think not with Arabia, that one 
foul is parted among all men; nei-^^ 
ther believe thou with the fons of 
Egypt, that every man hath many : 
know, that as thy heart, fo alfo thy 
^ul is one. 

Doth 
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Doth not the fun harden the clay f 
doth it not alfo foften the wax ? As 
it is one fun that worketh both, even 
fo it is one foul that willeth contraries* 
As the moon retaineth her nature, 
though darknefs fpread itfelf before 
her face as a curtain; fo the foul re- 
maineth perfect, even in the bofom of 
the fool. 

She is immortal ; fhe is unchange- 
able; (he is alike in all. Health 
calleth her forth to fhew her loveli- 
nefs, and application anointed her 
with the oil of wifdo'm. 

Although ihe fhall live after thee, 
think not fhe was born before thee. 
She was concreated with thy flefh, and 
formed with thy brain. 

Juftice could not give her to thee 
exalted by virtues, nor mercy deliver 
her to thee deformed by vices. - Thefe 

fnuft 
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muft be thine^ and thou mail anfwer 
them. 

Suppofe not death can (hield thee 
from examination ; think not corrup- 
tion can hide thee from iniquiry. He 
who fonjied thee of thou knbweft not 
what, can he not raife thee from thou 
knoweft not what again ? 

Perceiveth not the cock the hour 
of midnight ? Exalteth he not his 
voice to tell thee it is morning ? 
Knoweth not the dog the footfteps 
of his mafter ? and flieth not the 
wounded goat unto the herb that, 
healeth him? Yet, when thefe die, 
their fpirit returneth to the duft : 
thine alone furviveth. 

Envy not thefe of their fenfes,. be- 
caufe quicker than thine own. Leam 
that the advantage lieth not in pofTefT-n 

ing 
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ing good things, but in knowing to 
ufe them. 

Had ft thou the car of the ftag, or 
were thine eye as^^ ftrong and piercing 
as the eagle's; didft thou equal the 
hound in fmelU or could the ape re- 
fign to thee his tafte^ or the tortoife 
her feeling ; yet, without reafon, what 
would' they avail thee ? Pcrifli not all 
thefe like thy kindred? 

Hath any one of them the gift of 
fpeech ? Can any lay unto thee. 
Therefore did I fo ? 

The lips of the wife are as the 
doors of a cabinet ; jio fooner are they 
opened, but treafures are poured out 
before thee. 

Like unto trees of gold arranged in 
beds of filv^r, are wife fcntences ut- 
tered in due feafon. 

On ft 
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Canft thou think too greatly of thy 
foul; or can too much be faid in its 
praife ? It is the image of him who* 
gave it* 

Remember thou its cUgnity for ever; 
forget not how great a talent is com- 
mitted to thy charge^ 

Whatfoever may do good, may alfo 
do harm. Beware that thou dire<ft its 
courfe to virtue* 

Think not that thou canfl: loojfe her 
in the crowd ; fuppofe not that thou 
canft bury her in thy clofet* AiSioh 
is her delight, and fhe will not be 
with-held from it* 

Her motion is perpetual ; her at- 
tempts are univerfal ; her agility is not 
to be fupprefled. ' Is it at the utter- 
moft part of the earth ? fhe will have 
it : Is it beyond the region of the ftars"? 
yet will her eye dLfcover it* 

Inquiry 
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Inquiry is her delight. As one 
who travcrfeth the burning fands in 
fcarch of water, fo is^ the foul that 
thirileth after knowledge. 

Guard her, for fhe is rafti; re- 
llraih her, for /he is irregular^ cor- 
re6l her, for fhe is outrageous: more 
fupple is (he than water, more flexible 
than wax, more yielding than air. Is 
there aught then can bind her ? 

As a fword in the hand of a mad^ 
man, even fo is th? foul to him wha 
wanteth difcretion. 

The end of her fearch is truth; her 
means to difcover it, are reafon and 
experience. But are not thefe weak, 
uncertain, and fallacious? How then 
fhall fhe attain unto it ? 

General opinion is no proof of 
truth } for the generality of men are 
ignorant. 

Perception 
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Perception of thyfelf, the know- 
ledge of him who created thee, the 
fenfe of the wotfliip thou oweft unto 
him^ are not theie plain before thy. 
face? And^ behold! what is there 
more that man needeth to know? 



CHAP. IV; 



Of the Period and Uses of Humak 
Life. 

A S the eye of morning to the lark, 

as the fhade of evening to the 

owl, as honey to the bee, or as the 

carcafe to the vulture; even fuch is 

life unto the heart of man. 

Though 
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. Though bright, it dazzleth not; 
though ^ obfcure, it difpleafeth not; 
though fweet, it cloyeth not ; though 
corrupt, it forbiddeth not : yet who is 
he that knoweth its true value i 

Learn to efteem life as it ought ; 
then art thou near the pinnacle of 
wifdom. 

Think not with the fool, that no- 
thing iis more valuable ; nor believe 
with the pretended wife, that thoa 
oughteft to contemn it. Love is not 
for itfelf, but 'for the good it may be 
of to others. 

Gold cannot bay it for thee, nei- 
ther can mines of ^diamonds purchafe 
back the moment thou haft now loft 
of it. Employ the fucceeding ones in 
virtue. 

Say not, that it were beft not to 

have been born ; or, if born, that 

N it 
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it had been bed to die early: nei- 
ther dare thou to afk of thy Creator, 
Where had been the evil had I not 
cxifted ? Good is in thy power; the 
want of good is evil; and, if thy 
qdeftion be juft, lol it condcmneth 
thee. 

Would the fiih fwallow the bait, if 
he knew the hook was hid therein ? 
would the lion enter the toils, if he 
faw they were prepared for him ? So 
neither, were the foul to perifh with 
this clay, would man wifh to live; 
neither would a merciful God have 
created him: know hence thou (halt 
live afterward. 

As the bird inclofed in the cage 
before he feeth it, yet teareth not his 
flefli againftits fides; fo neither labour 
thou vainly to run from the ftate thou 

art 
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art in ; but know it is allotted thecy 
and be content with it. 

Though its ways are uneven, yet 
arc they not all painfuL Accommo- 
date thyfelf to all ; and where there is 
Jeaft appearance of evil, fufpcdt the 
greatcft daager. 

When thy bed is ftraw, thou fleep- 
xft in fccurity 5 but when thou ftretch- • 
cil thyfelf on rofes,. beware of the 
thorns. 

• . A good death is better than an evil 
life : ftrive to iiye> therefore, as long 
as thou oughteft, not as long as thou 
canft* 

While thy life is to others worth 
more than thy death, it is thy duty to 
preferve it. 

Complain not, with the fool, of 
the fliortnefs of thy time : remember 
N 2 that . 
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that with thy days thy cares are flior- 
tened. 

Take from the period of thy life 
the ufelefs parts of it^ and what rc- 
maineth ? Take off the time of thine 
infancy, the fecond infancy of age, 
thy deep, thy thoughtlcfs hours, thy 
days of iicknefs ;. and, even at the 
fulnefs of years, how few feafons hafl: 
thou truly numbered? 

He who gave thee life as a bleffing^ 
Ihortened it to make it more fo. To 
what end would longer life have fcrv- 
cd thee ? Wifheft thou to have had 
an opportunity of more vices ? As to 
the good, will not he who limited thy 
Ipan, be fatislied with the fruits of it? 

To what end, O Child of forrow I 
wouldft thou live longer ? To breathe^ 
to eat, to fee the world? All this 

thou 
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thou haft done often already. Too 
frequent repetition, is it not tircfome ? 
or is it not fuperfluous ? 

Wouldeft thou improve thy wifdom 
and thy virtue ? Alas ! what art thou 
to know ? or who is it that fhall teach 
thee ? Badly thou employeft the little 
thou haft 5 dare not therefore to com- 
pbin that more is not given thee. 

Repine not at the want of know- 
ledge ; it muft perifh with thee in the 
grave. Be honeft here, thou flialt be 
wife hereafter. 

Say nbt unto the crow. Why num>- 
bereft thou feven times the age of thy 
lord ? or to the fawn. Why are thine 
eyes to fee my offspring to an hun- 
dred generations ? Are thefe to be 
compared with thee in the abufe of 
life ? are they riotous? are they cruel? 
N 3 are 
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are they ungrateful? Learn; from then^ 
rather, that innocence of life and finx- 
plicity of manners are. the paths to a 
good old age* 

Knoweft thou to employ life better 
than thefe ? then lefsof it may fufSce^ 
thee. .- 

Man who dares inflave the world, 
when he knows he can enjoy his ty-. 
ranny but a naoment,, wh^t would he 
not aim at if he were imikortal ? 

Enough haft thou of life, but thou 
regardeft not : thou art not in want 
of it, O man f but thou art prodigal : 
thou throweft it lightly away, as if 
thou hadft more than enough ; and yet 
thou repined that it is not gathered 
again unto thee,^ 

Know, that it is not abundance 
which maketh rich, but oeconomy.. - 

The 
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The wife continueth to live from 
his iirft- period; the fool is always 
beginning. 

Labour not after riches firft, and 
think thou afterwards wilt enjoy them. 
He who negledleth the prefent mo- 
ment^ throweth away all that he hath. 
As the arrow pafleth through the 
heart, while the warrior knew- not 
that it was coming; fo ihall his life 
be taken away, before he knoweth ' 
that he hath it. 

What then is life, that man fhould 
defire it ? what breathing that he 
ihould covet it ? 

Is it not a icene of delufion, a 
leries of mifadventures, a purfuit of 
evils linked on all fides together ? la 
the beginning it is ignorance, pain is 
in its middlejt and its end is forrow.^ 

As 
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'. As one wave pufheth on an 
till both are involved in that t 
them,, even fo fucceedeth evil t 
in the life of man; the greate 
the prej[ent fwallow up the leff 
the paft. Our terrors are real 
our cxpe6lations look forward 
improbabilities* 

Fools,, to dread as mortals, j 
deiire as if immortal ! 

What part of life is it th 
would wifli to remain with us i 
youth ? can we be in love witl 
rage, licentioufnefs, and temerii 
it age ?. thea are we fond of 
Unities. 

It is faid, grey hairs are n 
and in length of day^ is honour. 
tue can add reverence to the 
of youth; and. without it, age 
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more wrinkles in the foul than on the 
forehead. 

Is age refpeded becaufe it hateth 
riot? What juftice is in this, when it 
is not age defpifeth pleafure, but plea- 
fare that difpifeth age ? 

Be virtuous while thou art young, ib 
ihall thine age be honoured. 



\ 
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BOOK II. 

MAN CONSIDERED IN REGARD TO ITia 
INFIRMITIES AND THEIR EFFECTS- 

CHAP. L 
VANITY. 

TNCONSTANCTis powerful in thr 
in the heart of man ; intemperance 
fwayeth it whether it will; defpairen- 
groffeth much of it; and fear pro- 
claimeth, Beholdt I fit unrivalled 
therein : but vanity is beyond them alL 
Weep not therefore at the calami- 
ties of human ftate; rather laugh at 
its follies^. In the hands of the man 
addidled to vanity, life is but the fha* 
dow of a dream.. 

The 
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The hero, the moft renowned of 
li«man charaders^ what is he but the 
bubble of this weaknefs ? The public 
is unftable and ungrateful ; why (hould 
the man of wifdom endanger himfelf 
for fools ? 

The man who neglei^eth hi^ pre- 
fent concerns, to revolve how he will 
behave when greater, feedeth himfelf 
with wind, while his bread is eaten* by 
another* 

A<a as becometh thee in thy prefent 
ilation, and in more exalted ones thy 
face fhall not be afhamed. 

What blindeth. the eye, or what 
hideth the heart of a man from him- 
felf, like vanity ? Lo! when thou fee- 
eft not thyfelf, then others difcover 
thee moft plainly. 

As the tulip that is gaudy without 
fmell, confpicuous without ufc ; fo is 

the 
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the man who fetteth himfclf up on 
high,, and hath not merit. 

TI>e heart of the vain i$ troubled^ 
while it feemeth content ; his cares are 
greater than his pleafures. 

His folicitude cannot reft. with his 
bones ^ the grave is not deep enough 
to hide it : he extendeth his thoughts 
beyond his being 5 he befpeaketh 
praife to be paid when he. is gone; 
but whofopromifeth it, deceiveth him* 

As the man who engageth his wife 
to remain in widowhood, that fhe dif- 
turb not his foul ; fo is he who ex* 
pedteth that praife fliall reach his ears 
beneath the earth, or cherifli his heart 
in its Ihroud. 

Do well while thou liveft ; but re- 
gard not what is faid of it. Con- 
tent thyfelf with deferving praife, and 
thy poflerity fliall rejoice in hearing it* 

As 
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As the buttctfly who fecth not her 
own colours, as the jeffamine, which 
feelcth not the fcent it -cafteth atound 
it; fo is the man who appeareth gay, 
and biddeth others take note of iti 

To what purpofe, faith he, is my 
veftureof gold, to what end are my 
tables filled with dainties, if no eye 
gaze upon tb^m ? if the world know 
it not? Give thy raiment to the naked, 
and thy food unto the hungry ; fo ftialt 
thou be praife:^, and feel that thou de- 
ferveft it. 

Why beftoweft thou on every man 
the flattery of unmeaning words ? 
Thou knoweft, when returned thee, 
thou regardeft it T\pt. He knoweth 
he lyeth unto thee ; yet he knoweth 
thou wilt thank him for it. Speak 
in fincerity, and thou Ihalt hear with 
inftrudtion, 

O The 
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. The vain delighteth to fpeak of him- 
fclf ; but he fceth not that others like 
not to hear him. 

If he hath done any thing worthy 
praiff, if he poffcfs that which is wor- 
thy admiration, his joy is to proclaim 
it, his pride is to hear it reported. 
The defire of fuch a man defeateth 
itfelf. Men fay not. Behold, he hath 
done it; or. See, he poffefleth it : But, 
Mark how proud he is of it ! 

The heart of man cannot attend at 
once to many things. He who fixeth 
his foul on fhew, lofeth reality. He 
purfueth bubbles, which break in their 
flight, while he treads to earth what 
would do him honour. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 
INCONSTANCY. 

lyrATURE urgeth thee to incon- 

■ ^ ftancy, O man !• Therefore, guard 

thyfclf at .all times againft it. 

. Thou art, from the womb of thy 

mother, various and wavering. From 

the loins of thy father, inheriteft thou 

inftability : How then fhalt thou be 

firm ? 

.Thofe who gave thee a body, fur* 

nifhed it with weaknefs ; but he who 

gave thee a foul, armed thee with re- 

Iblution. Employ it, and thou art 

wife ; be wife, and thou art happy. 

Let him who doth well, beware 

how be boafteth of it; for rarely is it 

of his own will. 

O 2 Is 
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I&. it not the eyeat of an impulfe 
from without, born of uncertaintyj^ 
inforced by accident, dependent on 
fomewhat elfe ? To thefe then, und to 
accident, is due the praife.. 

Beware of irrefolution in the intent 
I of thy adtions, beware of inftability in 
the execution ; fo (halt thou triumph 
ever two great failings of thy nature,. 

What reproacheth reafon more than: 
to aft contrarities ? What can fuppreft 
the tendencies to thefe, but firmnefs of 

mind ? 

The inconftant feeleth that he 
changeth, but he knoweth not why ; 
he feeth that he efcapcth from him- 
felf, but he perceiveth not how. Be 
thou incapable of change in that 

' which is right, and men will rely up- 

i on thee. 

Efta- 
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Eftablifh unto thyfelf principles of 
adlion ; and fee that thou ever adl 
according to them. 

Firft know that thy principles arc 
juft, and then be thou inflexible in the 
path of them. 

- So fhall thy paflions have no rule 
over thee'; fo fhall thy conftancy in- 
furc unto thee the good thou poffeflcft, 
and drive from thy door misfortune. 
Anxiety and difappointmeat flxall be 
ftrangers to thy gates. 

Sufped: not evil in any one, until 
thou feeft it; when thou feefl it, for-, 
get it not. 

Whofo hath been an enemy, cannot 
be a friend ;. for a man mendeth not 
of his faults. 

Hpw fhould his adlions be right, 

who hath no rule of life ? Nothing 

O 3 can 
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can be juil, whic]^ procecdeth jftot 
fronx rcafoo. 

The inconftant bsthi aQ peace in. 
his foul ; neither c^a aay be at eafe, 
whonii he Gonc^tflgth himS^lf with. 

His life is unequal ; !hi$ motions 
arc irregulaic- his foul cbaogeth like 
the weather. 

To-day he Ipyeth thee, to-morfow 
thou art 4etefted by him : And why ? 
himfelf knc^weth not wherefore he 
loved, or wherefore he now hateth. 
. To-day he i^ tbe tycant, to-morrow 
thy fervant is kfs humble: And why? 
he who is arrogant without power, will 
be fcrvile where there is no fubjefliion. 
To-d»y he is pirofufc, to-oipirow 
he grudgeth unto his n^outh that 
which it fhould eat : thus it is with 
him who knowetb n^otmoderatipn. 

.Who 
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Who flxail fay of the cameleon^ He 
is black, when, the moxncat after, the 
yerdutj of the grafs ovcrfpreadeth him? 

Who (hall fay of the inconftanV 
He. is joyful, when his next breath 
ihall be fpent in fighing ? 

What is the life of fach a man^, 
hut the phantom of a dream ? In the 
ixxorning he riieth happy^ at noon he 
is on the rack ; this hour he is, a godj^ 
the next below a worm ; one moment 
helaugheth, the next he weepeth; he 
now willeth, in an inftant he willeth 
not, and in another he knoweth not 
whether he willeth or not. 

Yet neither eafe or pain have fixed 
themfelves on him : neither is he 
waxed greater, or become lefs ; nei- 
ther hath he had cau^fe for laughter, 
nor reafon for his ftMrrow^ therefore 
fhall none of them abide with him. 

The 
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The happinefs of the inconftant is 
as a palace built on the furface of the 
fand; the blowing of the wind carricth 
away its foundation : what wonder 
then that it falleth? 

But what exalted form is this, that 
hitherward direfts its even, its unin- 
terrupted courfe; whofe foot is on 
irhe earth, whofe head above the 
clouds ? 

On his brow fitteth xnajeily y ftea- 
dinefs is in his port; and in. his heart 
reigneth tranquillity. 

Though obftacles appear in the way^ 
he deigneth not to look down upon 
them ; though heaven and earth oppolc 
his paflage, he proceedeth- 

The mountains fink beneath his* 
tread; the waters of the oceaa are 
dried up under the fole of his foot. 

The 
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The tyger thravvcth herfelf acrofs 
his way in vain i the fpots of the leo* 
pard glow againft him unregarded. 

He marched through the embattled 
legions; with his hand he putteth 
afide the terrors of death. 

Storms roar againft his flioulders^ 
but are not able to fliake them; the 
thunder burfteth over his head in vainj^ 
the lightning ferveth but to Ihew the 
glories gf his countenance 

His name is Refolution ! He cometh 
from the utmoft part of the ea?th; he 
fceth happinefs afar off before him j 
his eye difcovcreth her temple beyond 
the limits of the pole. 

He walketh up to it, he entercth 
boldly, and he remaineth there for 
ever. 

Eftablifh thy heart, O man- 1 in that 
which is right; and then know the 

greateft 
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greatefl: of human praife is to be im- 
mutable. 



CHAP. IIL 
WEAKNESS. 

T TAIN and inconftant as thou jirt; 
O child of imperfedtion ! How 
canft thou but be weak ? Is not incon- 
ftancy connected with frailty? can there 
be vanity without infirmity? Avoid 
the danger of the one, and thou flialt 
efcape the mifchiefs of the other. 

Wherein art thou moft weak? In 
that wherein thou feemeft moft ftrong ; 
in that wherein moft thou glorieft j 

even 
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even in pofTeffing the things which 
thou haft ; in ufing the good that is 
about thee. 

Are not thy defires alfo frail? or 
knoweft thou even what it is thoa 
wouldft wilh ? When thou haft ob- 
tained what moft thou foughteft after, 
behold it contenteth thee not. 

Wherefore lofeth the pleafure that 
is before thee its relifh ? and why ap- 
peareth that which is yet to come the 
fweeter? Becaufe thou art wearied, 
with the good of this, becaufe thou 
knoweft not the evil of that which is 
not with thee. Know that to be con- 
tent, is to be happy. 

Couldft thou chufe for thyfelf^ 
would thy Creator lay before thee all 
that thine heart could afk for : would 
happinefs then remain with thee ? or 
would joy dwell always in thy gates ? 
■ ^ Alas! 
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Alas! thy w^aknefs forbiddeth it; 
thy infirmity declarcth againft it. Va- 
riety is to thee in the place of plea- 
fure 5 but that which permanently 
Vielighteth^ muft be permanent. 

When it is gone, thoa repenteft the 
lofs of it; though, while it was with 
with thee, thou difpifedft it. 

That which fucceedeth it, hath no 
more pleafure for thee 5 and thou after- 
wards quarrelleft with thyfelf for pre-* 
ferring it: behold the only circura- 
ftance in which thouerreft not ! 

Is there any thing in which thy 
weaknefs appeareth^^oiore than in de- 
firing things ? it is in the poffeffing, 
and in the ufing them. 

Good things ceafc to be good in 
our enjoyment of them. What nar 
ture meant pure fweets, are fources of 

— -- bitternefs 
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bitternefs to us; from our delights 
arife pain, from our joys forrow. 

Be moderate in the enjoyment, 
and it fhall remain in thy pofleflion ; 
let thy joy be founded on reafon, and. . 
to its end (hall forrow be a ftranger. 

The delights of love are ufhered 
in by fighs, and they terminate in 
languifhment and dejection* The ob- 
jed: thou burnedft for, naufeates with 
fatiety; and no fooner hadft thou 
ppflefTed it, but thou wert wearyof its 
prefence. 

Join efteem to thy admiration, unite 
friendflii|) with thy love ; fo (halt thou 
find in the end, content fo abfolute, 
that it furpafleth raptures, tranquillity 
more worth than ccftafy. 

God ha^th given thee no good with- 
out its admixture of evil ; but he hath 
P given 
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given thee alfo the means of throwing 
qff the evil from it. 

As joy is, not without its all^y of 
pain, fo neither is forrow without its 
portion of pleafure. Joy and grief, 
though unlike, are united* Our own 
choice only can give thena to us en-» 
tire. 

Melancholy itfelf often givcth de- 
light, and the extremity of joy is min- 
gled with tears. 

The beft things in the hands of a 
fool may be turned to his deftruclion ; 
and out of the worft, the wife will find 
- the means of good. 

So blended is weaknefs in thy na- 
ture, O man ! that thou hadft not 
ftrength either to be good, or to be 
evil entirely. Rejoice that thou canfl 
not excel in evil, and let the good that 
is within thy reach content thee. 

The 
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. The virtues are allotted to various 
ftations. Seek not after impoffibili-p 
ties, nor grieve that thou canfl: not 
pofTefs them all. 

Wouldft thou at once have the libe- 
rality of the rich, and the contentment 
of the poor ? or flaould the wife of thy 
bofom be defpifcd, becaufe fhe flievveth 
not the virtues of the widow ? 
* If thy father fink before thee in the 
divifions of thy country, can at once 
thy juftice deftroy him, and thy duty 
fave his life ? 

If thou behold thy brother in the 
agonies of a flow death, is it not mercy 
to put a period to his life ? and is it 
not alfo death to be his murderer ? 

Truth is but one^ thy doubts are 

of thine own raifing. He who made 

virtues what they are, planted alfo in 

thee a knowledge of their pre-cmi- 

P 2 ncnce. 
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nence. Ad as thy foul c^idates to 
thee, and the end ihall be always 
right. 



CHAP. IV, 

Of the Insufficiency of KNOWLEDGE^ 

TF there is any thing lovely, if there 
is any thing defirable, if there is 
any thing within the reach of man 
that is worthy of praife, is it not know-, 
ledge ? and yet who is it that attaineth 
unto it ? 

The ftatefman proclaimeth that he 
hath it 5 the ruler of the people claim- 
eth the praife of it; but findeth the 
fubjedt, that he poflefleth it. 

Evil 
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Evil is not requifite to man; neither 
can vice be neceflary to be tolerated : 
Yet how many evils are permitted, 
by the connivance of the law^s ? how- 
many crimes are committed, by the 
decrees of the council ? 

But be wife, O Ruler ! and learn, 
O thou that art to command the na- 
tions! one crime authorized by thee, 
" is worfe than the efcape of ten from 
punifhment. 

When thy people are numerous. 
When tUy fons increafe about thy ta- 
ble; fended: thou them not out to 
flay the innocent, and to fall before 
the fword of him whom they have not 
offended ? 

If the objed of thy defires denaand- 

eth the lives of a thoufand, fayefl thoii 

not, I will have it ? Surely thou for- 

getteft, that he who created thee, 

P 3 created 
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created alfo thefe / and that their blood 
is as rich as thine. 

Sayeft thoii, that juftice cannot be 
executed without wrong ? Surely thine 
own words condemn thee. 

Thou who flattereft with falfe hopes 
the criminal, that he may confefs his 
guilt : Art not thou unto him a crimi- 
nal ? or is thy guilt the lefs, becaufe 
he cannot punifli it ? 

When thou commanded to the tor- 
ture, him who is but fufpefted of ill, 
dareft thou to remember, that thou 
mayeft rack the innocent ? 

Is thy purpofe anfwered by the 
event ? is thy foul fatisfied with hi^ 
confeflion ? Pain will enforce him to 
fay what is not, as eafily as what is ; 
and anguifti hath caufed innocence to 
accufe hcrfelf. 

That 
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That thou mayeft not kill him 
without caufe, thou doft worfe than 
kill him : that thou mayeft prove if 
he be guilty, thou deftroyeft him in- 
nocent. 

O blindnefs to all truth ! O infuf- 
ficiency of the wifdom of the wife ! 
Know, when thy Judge ihall bid thee 
account for this, thou fhalt wifh ten 
thoufand guilty to have gone free, ra- 
ther than one innocent then to (land 
forth againft thee. 

Infufficient as thou art to the main- 
tenance of juftice, how fhalt thou ar- 
rive at the knowledge of truth ? how 
fhalt thou afcend to the footftep of her 
throne ? 

As the owl is blinded by the radi- 
ance of the fun, fo fhall the bright- 
nefs of her countenance dazzled thee 
in thy approaches. 

If 
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If thou wouldft mount up into her 
throne, firft bow thyfelf at her foot- 
ftool : if thou wouldft arrive at the 
knowledge of her, iirft inform thyfelf 
of thine own ignorance. 

More worth is (he than pearls, 
therefore feek her carefully : the eme- 
rald, and the fapphire, and the ruby, 
are as dirt beneath her feet; therefore 
purfue her manfully. 

The way to her is labour -, atten- 
tion is the pilot that muft condudt 
thee into her ports. But weary not 
in the way; for when thou art arrived 
at her, the toil fliall be to thee for 
pleafure. 

Say not unto thyfelf. Behold, truth 
breedeth hatred, and I will avoid it; 
diflimulation raifeth friends, and I will 
follow it. Are not the enemies made 

hy 
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by truth, better than the friends ob* 
tained by flattery ? 

Naturally doth man defire the truth ; 
yet when it is before him, he will not 
. apprehend it; and, if it force itfelf 
upon him, is. he not oiFended at it ? 

The fault is not in truth, for that 
is amiable; but the weaknefs of man 
beareth not its fplendour, 

Wouldfl: thou fee thine infufficiency 
more plainly, view thyfelf at thy de^ 
votions. To what end was religion 
inftituted, but to teach thee thine in-j- 
firmities, to remind thee of thy weak- 
nefs, to fliew thee that from Heaven 
alone thou art to hope for good ? 

Doth it not remind thee, that thou 
art duft? doth it not tell thee, that 
thou art afties ? And, behold ! repent- 
ance; is it not built on frailty P 

When 
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. When thou giveft thy oath; when 
thou fweareft thou wilt not deceive ; 
behold! it fpreadeth fhame upon thy 
face, and upon the face of him that 
receiveth it. 

Learn to be juft, and repentance 
may be forgotten : learn to be honeft, 
and oaths are unnecelTary. 

The fhorter follies are, the better : 
fay not therefore to thyfelf, I will not 
play the fool by halves. 

He that heareth his own faults with 
patience, fliall reprove another with 
boldnefs. 

He that giveth a denial with reafon> 
fhall fuffer a repulfe with moderation. 

If thou art fufpedted, anfwer with 
freedom : Whom fhould fufpicion af- 
fright, except the guilty ? 

The tender of heart is turned from 
his purpofe by fupplications, the proud 

is 
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is rendered more obftinate by Intreaty, 
the fenfe of thine infufficiency com- 
niandeth thee to hear; but to the juft, 
thou mu ft hear without thy paflions. 



CHAP. IV. 
MISERY. 

FpEEBLE and infufficient as thou 
^ art, O man ! in good ; frail and 
inconftant as thd'u art in pleafure : yet 
there is a thing in v/hich thou art ftrong 
and unlhaken. Its name is Mi/ery. 

It is the charadler of thy being, 
the prerogative of thy nature : in thy 
breafl alone it refideth ; without thee 
there is nothing of it. And, behold! 

what 
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:5?hat is its fource, but thine owrx 
paffions ? 

He who gave thee thefe, gave thee 
alfo reafon to fubdue them j exert it> 
and thou (halt trample them under thy 
feet. 

Thine entrance into the world, is 
it not fliameful? thy deftrudtion, is 
it not glorious ? Lo ! men adorn the 
inftruments of death with gold and 
gems, and wear them above their 
garments. 

He who begetteth a man> hideth his 
face; but he who killeth a thoufand, 
is honoured. 

Know thou, notwithftanding, that 

in this is error. Cuftom cannot alter 

' the nature of truth ; neither can the 

opinion of man deftroy juftice : the 

glory and the fhame are mifplaced. 

There 
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' . There is but one way for man to 
be produced : there are a thoufand by 
which he may be deftroyed. 

There is no praife or honour to 
him who giveth being to another ; 
but triumphs and empire are the re- 
wards of murder. 

Yet he who hatb many children, 
hath as many bleffings ; and he who 
hath taken away the life of another, 
ihall not enjoy lii? own. 

While the favage curfeth the birth 
of his fon, and blefleth the death of 
his father; doth he not call himfelf a 
monfter? 

Enough o£ evil is allotted unto 
man ; but he maketh it more, while 
he lamenteth it* 

The greatcft of all human ills, is 

forrow : two much of this thou art 

Q^ bora 
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born unto; add not unto it by thine 
own perverfends* 

Grief is natural ta thee^ and is al- 
ways about thee; pieafure i^.a ftran*^ 
ger, and vifiteth thee but by times : 
Ufe well thy reafon, and forrow fhall 
be caft behind thee; be prudent, and 
the vifits of joy (hall remain long with 
thee. 

Every part of thy frame is capable 
of forrow ; but few and narrow are 
the paths that lead to delight. 

Pleafures can be admitted only Am- 
ply; but pains rufh in a thoufand 
at a time. 

As the blaze of ftraw fadeth as 
foon as it is kindleth, fo paffeth away 
the brightnefs of joy, and thou know- 
eft not what is become of it. 

Sorrow i^ frequent ; pkafure is.tare : 
Pain Cometh of itfelf ; delight ;ncwift be 

purchafed: 
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purchafed: grief is unmixed ; but joy 
wanted not its allay of bitternefs* 

As the fdundeft health is Icfs per- 
ceived than the Hghteft malady; fo- 
the higheft joy toucheth us lefs deep 
than the fmalleft forrow. 

We are in love with angmfh; we 
often fly from pleafure ; when wa 
purchafe it^ cofteth it not more thun 
it is worth ? 

Refle^Sfcion is the bufinefs of man ; 
a fenfe of his (late is his firft duty : 
but who remembereth himfelf in jc^y ? 
Is it not in mercy, then, that forrow 
is allotted unto us ? 
« Man forfeeth the evil that is to 
come ; he remembereth it when it is 
paft : he confidereth not that the 
thought of affliction woundeth deeper 
than the afflidion itfclf. Think not 
of thy pain, but when it is upon thee, 
Q^ and 
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and thou flaalt avoid what moft would 
hurt thee. 

He who weepeth before he need- 
cth, weepeth more than he needeth r 
And why ? but that he loveth weep-i 
ing. 

The flag weepeth not till the ipcar 
is lifted up againft him; nor do the. 
tears of the beaver fall, till the hound 
is ready to feize him: man anticipate 
eth dedth, ' by the apprehenfion of it 5 ' 
and the fear is greater mifery, * thaa 
the event itfelf. 

Be always prepared to give an ac-; 
count of thine a6tions : and the beft. 
death is that which is leaft premedi- 
tated. 



CHAP. 



Book II.- HtJAiAN Life. 285 

CHAP. VL 
Of J U D G M E N T. 

npHE greateft bounties given toman 
. are, judgment and will; happy 
ie he who mifapplieth them not. 

As the torrent that rolleth down 
the mountaiiis, deilroyeth all that is 
borne away by it; fo doth common 
opinion overwhelm reafon, in him who 
fubmitteth to it without faying. What 
is thy foundation i 

See that what thou receiveft as 
truths be not the fhadow of it : what 
thou acknowledged as convincing, is 
often but plaufible. Be firm, be con-* 
ftant, determine for thyfclf; fo ihalt 
thou be anfwecable only for thine own 
weaknefs. 

Oj Say 
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Say not that the event proveth the 
wifdom of the adion ; remember man 
is not above the reach of accidents. 

Condemn not the judgment of an- 
other, becaufe it difFereth from thine^ 
own;' may not even both be in an 
error ? 

When thou cfteemeft a man for 

his titles, and contemneftthe ftranger 

becaufe he wanteth them; judgeft 

thou not of the camel by his bridle ? * 

Think not thou art revenged of 

thine enemy when thou flayeft him: 

thou putteft him beyond- thy reach,, 

thou'giveft hirnqoiiet, and- thou takeft 

from tbyfelf all means of hurting him^ 

Was thy mother incontinent, and 

grieveth thee to be told of it ? Is 

frailty in thy wife, and art thou pained 

at the reproach of it ? He who def- 

pifeth thee for it, condemncth him* 

klf. 



Book II. Human Life. 187 

felf. Art thou anfwerable for the vices 
of another ? 

Difregard not a jewel, becaiife thou 
poffeft it ? neither enhance thou the 
value of a thing, becaufe it is an- 
other's : pofleffion to the wife addeth 
to the price of it. 

Honour not thy wife the lefs, be- 
caufe fhe is in thy powers and defpife 
hiffi that hath faid, Wouldft: thou 
love her lefs, marry her I What hath 
put her into thy power, but her con- 
fidence in thy virtue ? Shouldft thou 
lave her lefs, for being more obliged 
to her ? 

If thou wert juft in thy courtfhip 
of her ; though thou negledleft: her 
while thou haft her, yet fhall her lofs 
be bitter to thy foul. 

He who thinketh another beft, on- 
ly becaufe he poiTefleth her ; if he be 

not 
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not wifer than tbee^ at leaft he is more 
happy. 

, Weigh not the lofs thy friend hath 
fuffered by the tears he fhadeth for it; 
the greatefl: griefs are above theie cz-» 
preflions of them. 

Efleem not an aifiion^ becaufe it is. 
done with noife and pomp ; the nobleft 
foul is that which doth great things^ 
and is not moved in the doing of them* 

Fame aftonifheth the ear of him 
who heareth it; but tranquillity re- 
joiceth the heart that is poflefled of it. 

Attribute not the good actions of 
another to bad caufes : thou canft not 
know his heart ; but the world will 
know by this^ that thine is full of 
envy. 

There is not in hypocrify more vice 
than folly ; to be honeft^ is as eafy as 
to fcem fo. 

Be 
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Be more ready to acknowledge a be- 
nefit, than to revenge an injury; fa 
ihalt thou have more benefits than in^ 
juries done unto thee. 

• Be more ready to love than to hate; 
fo flialt thou be loved by more than 
hate thee. 
' Be willing to commend, and How to 
ccnfure ; fb fhall praife be upon thy 
virtues, and the eye of efamity (hall btf 
blind to thy impcrfedlions. 

WheA thoii doft good, do it becaaie 
it is gobd i not becaiiie men elteenGt it : 
when thou avoideft evil, fly it bccaufe. 
it is evil; not becaufe men fpeak 
againft it : be honeft for love of ho- 
nifty, and thou (halt be uniformly fo : 
he that doth it without principle, is 
wavering. 

Wi(h rather to be reproved by the 
wife, than to be applauded by him 

who 
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who hath no underftanding : when 
they tell thee of a fsulty they iuppofe 
thou canft improve ; the other, when 
he praifeth thee, thinketh thee Kke un- 
to himfelf. 

Accept not an office for which thou 
art not qualified, lefl he who knoweth' 
more of it difpife thee. 
^ Inflrud: not another in that whcre-^ 
in thy&lf art ignorant i when he ieetli: 
it, he will upbraid thccL 

£xpe(3: not a friendfhip with him 
who hath injured thee : he. who fuf« 
fereth the wrong, may forgive it 5 but 
he who doth it, never will be well 
with him. 

Lay not too great obligations on him 
thou wifheft thy friend ; behold ! the 
fenfe of them will drive him from thee t 
a little benefit alienateth friendfhip, a 
great one maketh an enemy. 

Never-* 



mock II. Human Life. 191 

Neverthelefs, ingratitude is not in 
the nature of man ; neither is his an- 
ger irreconcileable : he hateth to be 
put in mind of a debt he cannot pay ; 
he is a{hamed in the prefence of him 
whom he hath injured* 

Repine not at the good of a Aran* 
ger ; neither rejoice thou in the evil 
that befalleth thine enenay : Wiiheft 
thou others fhould do thus by thee? 

Wouldft thou enjoy the good-will 
of all men? Let thine own benevo- 
lence be univerfal. If thou obtained 
it not by this, no other means could 
give it thee : and know, though^ thou 
haft it not, thou haft the greater plea- 
fore of having merited it. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. Vll. 
PRESUMPTION. 

TjRIDE and meanhefs feem incom* 
•*• patable ; but man reconcileth con- 
trarieties ; he is at once the moft mi- 
ferable and the moft arrogant of all 
creatures. . - 

Prefumption is the bane of reafon ; 
it is the nurfe of error ; yet it is con- 
genial with reafon in us. 

Who is there that judgeth not either 
too highly of himfelf, . or thinketh 
too meanly of others ? 

Our Creator himfelf efcapeth not 
our prefumption : How then ihall we 
be fafe from one another ? 

What is the origin of fuperftition ? 
and whence arifeth falfe worfliip ? from 

our 



\ 
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our prefuming to reafoti- about what 
iu aibove our reach, to ccAnprebeiid 
what i^ incomprehenfible. 
V \jtimkcd an<l" weak a« our uncfer- 
Iba^din^gs are, we employ not cvea* 
tJS^r little forces as we ought ^ we 
fear not high eiwugh iivour approaches 
to Gdd's gFeatnefs; -we givte not wing 
enough to our ideas> whdn we enter 
kitp the adoration of Divinity. 

Mzn, who fears to breathe a whif- 
pei?^gdinfthis earthly fovereign, trem- 
Dies not to^ arraign the difpenfetions of 
his God: he forgetteth his majefty, 
atld rej udgeth his j udgments . 

He: who dare th not repeat the name 
of hiS prince without honour, yet 
blufheth. not to call that of his Creator 
to be witne£s to a lye. 
• He who would hear the fentence 
of thfe magiftrfrte with filencc, yet 
R dareth 
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dareth to plead with the Eternal : he 
attempteth- to foothc him with intrea- 
ties, to flatter him with promifes, to 
agree with him upon conditions ; nay, 
tp brave and murmur at him, if his' 
requeft is not granted. 

Why art thou ixnpuniflTied, O man 1 
in thy impietjr, but that this is not 
the day of retribution ? 

Be not like unto thofe who fight 
with the thunder ; nor dare, thou to 
deny thy Creator thy prayers, bccaufe 
he chaftifeth thee. Thy madnefs is 
on thine own head in this; thy im- 
piety hurteth no one but thyfelf. 

Why boafteth man, that he is the 
favourite of his Maker ; yet negledteth 
to pay his thanks, his adorations for 
it? How fuiteth fuch a life with a 
belief fo haughty ? Man who is .truly 
but a mote in the wide expanfe, be- 

lieveth 
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licveth the whole earth and heaven 
created for him : he thinketh the whole 
frame of nature hath intereft in his 
well-being. 

As the Fool, while the images trem- 
ble on the bofom of the water, think-r 
eth, that trees, towns^ and the wide 
horizon, are dancing to do him plea- 
fure; fo man, while nature performs 
her deftined courfe, believes that all 
her motions are but to entertain his 
eye. 

While he courts the rays of the 
fun to warm hiiil; he fuppofeth it made 
only to be of ufe to him ; while he 
traceth the moon in her nightly path, 
he believeth (he w^as created to do him 
pleafure. 

Fool to thine on pride! be humble : 

know thou art not the caufe why the 

world holdeth its courfe; for thee 

R 2 are 
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arc xiot made the viciffitudes^ of ium* 
met and wiiater. 

No change would follow, if thy 
whole race exifted not 5 thou aft but 
one among mrllions that arc bleffed 
in it. 

Exalt not thyfelf to the heavens 
for, lo ! the angels axe above the : nor 
difdaia thy feljow-inhabitants of the 
earth, for that they are beneath thee. 
Are they not the work of the fame 
hand ? 

Thou who art happy by the mercy 
of thy Creator, how darefl: thou in 
wanton nefs put others of his creatures 
to torture ? Beware that it return not 
upon thee. 

Serve they not all the fame univerfal 
mafter with thee? Hath he not appoint- 
ed unto each its laws ? Hath he not care 

for 
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for their prefervation ?. and dareft thou 
to infringe it ? 

Set not thy judgment above that 
of all the earth ; neither condenin, as 
falsehood, what agreeth not with thine 
own apprehenfion. Who gave thee, 
the power of determining for others ? 
or who took from the world the right 
of choice ? 

How many things have been rejededi 
which now are received as truths ? 
How many, now received as truths, 
fhall in their turn be defpifed ? Of 
what then can man be certain ? 

Do the good that thou knoweft, 
andhappinefs fhall be unto thee. Vir- 
tue is more thy bufineft here, than 

wifdom. . 

Truth and falfehood, have thy 

not the fame appearance in wh^t We 

R 3 under- 
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undcrftand not ? What then, but our 
prefumption, can determine between 
them i 

Wc eafily believe what is above 
our compreheniioii : or we are proud 
to pretend it, that it may appear wc 
undcrftand it. Is not this folly and 
arrc^artce? 

Who is it that affirms moft boldly ? 
who is it that holds opinion mod 
obftinately ? Even he who hath moft 
ignorance; for he alfo hath moft 
pride. 

Every man, when he layeth hold 
cf ;an Qprnhm, defireth to remain in 
it; bjit vkod of al), he who bath 
fjUPkoft preftimptiaa. He contentcth not 
himfelf to betray his own foul into 
it, but he will impofe it oo mothers to 
believe in it alfg. 

8ay 
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Say not that truth is eftabliflied by- 
years, or that in a multitude of be- 
lievers there is certainty. 

One human propofition hath as 
much authority as another, if reafon 
maketh not the difference. 



BOOK 



loot The O E c o N O.M. Y of Part ^ | 



BOOK III. 

OF THE AFFECTIONS OF MANjWHlCff 
ARE HURTFUL. TO HIMSELF AND 
OTHERS. 

CHAP. r. 
e O V E T O U S N E S S. 

T^ ICHES are not worthy a ftrong 
^ attention; therefore an earneft 
care of obtaining them is unjuftifiablc. 

The defire of what man calleth 
good, the joy he taketK in poffefling 
it, is groundedonly in opinion. Take 
not up that from the vulgar ; examine 
the worth of things thyfelf, and thou 
flialt not be covetous. 

_. An 
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An immoderate deiire of ricfaes, is 
a poifon lodged in the foul. It con- 
i; taminatqs and deftroys levery thing 
"that was good in k. It is no fooner 
Tooted there, than all virtue^ all ho« 
fiefty^ all natural aflfeaion, fly before 
the face of it. 

The covetous -would fell his ohiU 
-dren for gold; his parent might ^ic 
'ere he would .open his coffer;; »ay^ 
he: .Gon£der^h not himMf in J^lpeflt 
rof it J in ,t*he fearch of feappbiefe^ he 
mafceth hinafelf unhappy. 

As the i^aan who ifeUeth hdi ibaufcw 
to purchafe ornaments for she osribeU 
liflimen^ of it^ even f© is fee whs^ 
giveth up peace in the fearch of ric?h«a> 
in hope he inay be Jbappy in ^g.oying; 
them. 

Where cavetaufnqfs neigneth, 'knov 
that the foul is poor. Whosfb ac*- 

CQunteth 
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counteth not riches thepriacipal good 
of man, will not throw away all other 
goods in the purfuit of them. 

Whafo feareth not poverty as the 
greateft evil of his natare, will not 
purchafe to himfelf all other evils in 
the avoiding of it. 

Thou fool ! is not virtiae of more 
worth than riches ? is not guilt more 
bafe than poverty ? Enough for his 
neceffities, is in the power of every 
man; be content with it, and thy 
happinefs fhall fmile at the forrows of 
him who beapeth up more. 

Nature hath hid gold beneath the 
earth as unworthy to be fcen; filver 
hath ihe placed, where thou trampleil 
jt under thy feet. Meaneth fhe not 
by this to inform thee, that gold i-s 
»ot worthy thy regard, that filver is 
beneath thy notice I 

Covets 
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Covetoufnefs burieth under ground 

millions of wretches ; thefe dig for 

their hard maflers, what returneth the 

'injury, what maketh them more mi- 

ferable than their flaves. 

The earth is barren of gcod things 
wh€re (he hoardeth " up treafure : 
where gold is in her bowels, there no 
herb groweth. 

As the horfc findeth not there his 
grafs, nor the mule his provender; 
as the fields of corns laugh not on 
the fides of the- hills ; as the olive 
holded not forth there her fruits, nor 
the vine her clufters : even fo no good 
dwelleth in the breaft of him, whofc 
heart broodeth over his treafure. 

Ric4ies are fervants to the wife; 
but they are tyrants over thcToul of 
the fool. 

The 
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The covetorus ferveth his gold> it 
ferveth nx>t him. He po^flfethi his 
wealth, as the fick doth a fever; it 
burneth and tortureth him, and will 
not quit him unto death. 

Hath not gold dcftroyetH the virtue 
of millions ? did it ever add to the 
goodnefs of any ? Is it not moft abun- 
dant with the worft of men ? where- 
fore then fhauld thou defire to be dif- 
tinguifhed by poflcljing it ? 

Have not the wifeft been thofe who 
have had the leaft of it ? and is not 
wifdom happinefs ? 

Have not the worifl of thy fpecies 
pofTefled the greateft portions of it? 
and hath not their end been mifer- 
able ? 

Poverty wanteth many things ; but 
covetoufnefs denipth itfelf alL 
^ — The 



Book IIL H u M A K L 1 ? E. ao5 

The covetous can be good to no 
man; but he is to none fo cruel as to 
himfelf. 

Be induftrious to procure gold, 
and be generous in the difpofal of it. 
Man never is fo happy, as when he 
givelh happinefs unto anothe^. 



CHAP. ri. 

P R O P U S I O N. 

tF there be a vide greater than the 
hoarding up of riches, it is the 
employing them to ufelefs purpofes. 

He that prodigally laviiheth that 
which he hath to fpare, robbeth the 
S ^^^x. 



2o6 The Oeconomy of Part 11. 

poor of what Nature giveth him a 
right unto. 

' He who fquandercth away his trca- 
fure, refufeth the means to do good : 
he denieth himfelf the practice of vir- 
tues, \yhofe reward, is in their hand, 
whofe end is no other than his own 
happinefs. 

It is more difficult to be well with 
riches, than to be at eafe under the 
want of them. Man governeth him- 
felf much eafier in poverty, than in 
abundance. 

Poverty requircth but one virtue, 
patience to fupport it : the rich, if he 
hath not charity, temperance, pru- 
dence, and many more, is guilty. 

The poor hath only the good of 
his own flate committed unto him; 
the rich is intrufted with the welfare 
of thoufands. 

He 
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He that giveth away his treafure 
wifely, giveth away his plagues : he 
that retaineth their increafe, heapeth 
up forrows. 

Refufe not unto the ftranger, that 
which he wanteth ; deny not unto 
thy brother^ that which thou wanted 
tbyfelf. 

Know there is more delight in 
being without what thou haft given^ 
than in pofiefling millions which thou 
knoweft not the ufe ofl 




S a CHAP? 
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CHAP. IIL 
R E V E N G £• 

"npHE root of revenge, is m the 
weaknefs of the foul: the mod: 
abjed and timerous, are the moil ad- 
diifted to it. 

Who torture thofe they hate, but 
cowards ? Who murder thofe they rob, 
but women ? 

The feeling an injury, muft be pre- 
vious to the revenging it; but the 
noble mind difdaineth to fay, it hurts 
me. 

If the injury is not below thy no- 
tice, he that doth it unto thee, in that 
maketh himfelf fo : Wouldft thou en- 
ter the lifts with thine inferior ? 

Difdain 
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Difdain the man who attempteth to 
wrong thee; contemn him who would 
give thee difquiet. 

In this thou not only prefcrveft 
thine own peace, but thou infli(9;eft all 
the punifhment of revenge, without 
ftooping to employ it ag^iiift* him. 

As the tempeft and tic ' thundef 
afFedl not the fuil or the ftars, but fpend 
tbeif fury on ftones and trees below; 
fo injuries afcend not to the fouls of 
the great, but wafte themfelves on 
fuch as are thofe who offer them, 

Poorncfs of fpirit will aftuate re- 
venge ; greatnefs of foul defpifeth the. 
offence : nay, it doth good unto him 
who intended to have difturbed it. 

Why feekeft thou vengeance, O 
man ! with what purpofe is it that 
thou purfuefl it? Thinkeft thou to 
S 3 * pain 
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pain thine adverfary by it ? Know that 
thyfelf fceleft its greatefl torment. 

Revenge gnaweth the heart of him 
who is infedled with it; while he 
againil whom it is intended, remaineth 
cafy. 

It is unjuft in the anguifh it inflidls ; 
therefore Nature intended it not for 
thee: Needeth he who is injured, 
more pain ? or ought he to add force to 
the affliction which another hath call 
upon him ? 

The man who meditateth revenge, 
is not content with the mifchicf he 
hath received ; he added to his an<« 
guifli the punifihment due unto an- 
other: whik he whom he feekcth to 
hurt, goeth his way laughing; he 
maketh himfelf merry at this addition 
to his mifcry. 

Revenge 
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Revenge is painful in the intent, 
and it is dangerous in the execution : 
feldom doth the ax fall, where he who 
lifteth it up intended ; and lo ! he re- 
membereth not that it muft recoil 
againft him. 

Whilfl the revengeful feeketh his 
enemy's hurt, he oftentimes procureth 
his own dcftruftion ; while he aimeth 
at one of the eyes of his adverfary, lo I 
he putteth out both his own. 

If he attain not his end, helament- 
eth it; if he fucceed, he repenteth of 
it : the fear of juftice takcth away the 
peace of his own foul ; the care to 
hide him from it, deftroycth that of 
his friend. 

Can the death of thine adverfary 
fatiate thy hatred? Can the fetting 
him at reft reftore thy peace I 

Wouldft 
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Wouldft thou make him forry for 
the offence, conquer him, and fpare 
him : in death he oweth not thy fu- 
periority; nor fecleth he more the 
power of thy wrath. 

In revenge, there fhould be a tri- 
umph of the avenger; and he who 
hath injured him, fhould feel his dif- 
pleafure : he fhould fuffer pain «from 
it, and fhould repent him of the caufe. 

This is the revenge infpired frbm 
anger: but that which maketh thee 
greatefl, is contempt. 

Murder for an injury, arifeth only 
from cowardice : he who inflidleth it, 
feareth that the enemy may live, and 
avenge himfelf.. 

Death endeth the quarrel; But it 
refloreth not the re|)utation : killing 
is an a<3: of caution, not of courage ; 
it is fafc, but it is not honourable. 

There 
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There is nothing fo eafy as to re- 
venge an offence^ but nothing is fo 
lionourable as to pardon it. 

The.greateft victory man can obtain, 
is over himfelf : he that difdaineth to 
feel an injury,, retorteth it upon him 
who oflFereth it. 

When thou naeditateft revenge^ 
thou confeilibft that thou feeleft the 
wrong ; when thou compkineft, thou 
acknowledgeft thyfelf hurt by it: 
Meaneft thou to add this triumpth t0 
the pride of thine enemy ? 
. That cannot be an injury which is 
not felt; how then can he who dc^ 
fpifeth it, 1-evcnge it ? 

If thou think it difhonourable to 
bear an oflFence, more is ii) thy power; 
thou mayeft conquer it- 
Good offices will make a man 
afliamcd to be thine enemy; greatnefs 

of 
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of foul will terrify him from the 
thought of hurting thee. 

The greater the wrong, the more 
glory is in pardoning it ; and by how 
much more juftifiable would be re- 
venge, by fo much the more honour 
is in clemency* 

Haft thou a right to be a judge ia 
thine own caufe ; to be a party in the 
aft^ and ydt to pronouncefentence on 
it? Before thou condemneft, let -an* 
mother fay it is juft. 

The revengeful is feared, and there- 
fore lie is hated; but he that is en- 
dued with clemency, is adored: the 
praife of his a(flions remainetii for- 
^veri and the iov6 of the world at- 
tendethhim* ' 



C H A K 
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C H A P. IV. 
CRUELTY, HATRED, and ENVY. 

■pEVENGEis deteftablc: What 
then is cruelty ? Lo ! it poffefleth 
the inifchiefs of the other; but it 
wanteth even the pretence of its pro- 
vocations. 

Men difown it as not of their na- 
ture; they are afhaxned of it, as a 
ftranger to their hearts : Do they not 
call it inhumanity ? 

Whence then is her origin ? unto 
what that is human oweth flic her ex- 
ifteckre? Her father is Fear; and, be- 
hold Difmay ! is it not her mother ? 

The hero lifteth his fword againft 
the enemy that rcdftcth; but no 

fooner 
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fooner doth he fubmit, than he is fa- 
tisfied. 

It is not in honour, to trample on 
the objeft that feareth; it is not in 
virtue, to infult what is beneath it : 
Subdue the infolent, and fpare the 
humble, and thou art at the height of 
vidtory. " 

He who wanteth virtue to arrive at 
this end, he who hath not courage, to 
afcend thus unto it ; lo ! he fupplieth 
the place of conqueft by murder, of 
fovereignty by flaughjter. 

He who feareth all, ftriketh at all : 
Why are tyrants cruel, but becaufc 
they live in terror ? ' ■ * 

The cur will tear the carcafe> though 
he dare not look it in the face while 
living ; the hound that hunteth it to 
the death, mangleth it not after- 
wards^ 

Civil 
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Civil wars are the moft bloody, be- 
caufe thofe who fight them are cow- 
ards : confpirators are murderers, be- 
caufc in death there is filence 5 is it 
not fear that telleth them, they may 
be betrayed ? 

• That thou mayft not be cruel, fet 
ihyfejf too high for hatred; that thou 
mayeft not be inhumane, place thyfelf 
above the reach of envy. 

Every man may be viewed in two 
lights ; in one he will be troublefome, 
iu the other lefe ofFenfive : choofe to 
fee him in that in which he leaft hurt- 
eth thee ; then fhalt thou not do hurt 
unto him. 

What is there that a man may not 
turn unto his good ? In that which 
ofFendeth us moft, there is more 
ground - for complaint than hatred. 
Man would be reconciled to hira 
T <^€ 
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of whom he complaineth : What mur- 
dereth he, but what he hateth ? 
' If tliou arc preyented of a benefit^ 
fly not into a rage ; the lofs of thy 
reafon, is the want of a greater. 

Becaufe thou art robbed of thy cloak^ 
wouldfl thou ftrip thyfelf of thy coat 
alfo? 

When thou cnvieft the man who 
pofleiTeth honours; when his titles 
and his greatnefs raife thy indignation : 
feek to know whence they came unto 
him; inquire by what means he was 
pofleffed of them; and thine enmity 
will be turned into pity. 

If the fame fortune were offered ., 
\into thee at the fame price, be afTured, 
if thou wert wife, thou wouldft re- 
fufe it. 

What is the pay for titles, but flat- 
tery ? How doth man purchafc power. 
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but by being a flave to him who giv^tb 

hi 

Wpuldft thou lofe thiiic own liber- 
ty, to be able to take away that of an-, 
other? or canft t^^ envy hin^ who 
doth ib ? 

Man pvrchaieth nothing of his £\x^ 
periors, but for a price; and that 
pHcc» U it not nciore than the value ? 
Wouldft thou pervert the cuftoms of 
the world ? wouldft thou have the 
purchafe and the price alfo ? 

As thou canft not envy what thou 
wouldft not accept, difdain this caufe 
of hatred; and drive from thy foul 
this occafion of the parent of cruelty. 

If thou poffefleft honour, canft thou 
envy that which is obtained at the ex- 
pence of it ? If thou knoweft the va- 
lue of virtue, pitieft thou not thofe 
who have bartered it fo meanly ? . 

T 2 When 
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When thou haft tauglit thyfel 
bear the fecming good of men wit! 
repining, thou wilt hear of their 
happinefs with pleafure. 

If thou feeft good thing« faU tc 
who defer veth theni, thou wilt rcj 
in it ; for virtue is happy in the p 
pcrity of the virtuous. 

He who rejoiceth in the happtnei 
another, increafeth by it his own, 



C H^ 
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G H A P. V. 

HEAVINESS pf HEART^ 

npHE foul of the chcarful, force th 
a fmile upon the face of afHic- 
tionj, but the defpondencc of the fad^ 
deadeAsh even the brightnefs of jdy. 

What is the fource of fcdnefs, but^ 
a feeblenefs' of the foul ? what giveth 
it power, !fut the want of fpirit i 
Roudfe thyfblf to the combat, and ihe 
guitteth the field before thou^ flrikeft« 

She is an enemy to thy race,, there* 
fore drive her from thy heart j, ihp 
poifoneth the fweets^of thy life, there- 
fore fui&r her not to «nter thy dwel- 
Mug. 

T 3 She 
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She raifeth the lofs of a ftraw to the 
deftrudtion of thy fortune. While {he 
v^xeth thy foul about trifles, flic rob- 
beth thee of thine attention to the 
thWygs of Gonfeqiiencc : hisihold f -ihe 
but prophefieth what flie feemeth to 
relate unto thee. 

She fpreadeth drowfinefs as a vail 
over thy virtues ; flie hidcth them 
from thofe who would hon9ipr thee 
on beholding them ; flie intangleth 
and keepeth them down, while flie 
maketh it mofl: neceffary for thee to 
exert them. 

Lo ! flie opprefleth thee with evil ; 
and flie tieth down thine hands, when 
. they would throw the load from off 
thee. 

If thou wouldft avoid what is bafe, 
if thou wouldft difdain what is cow- 
ardly, if thou wouldft drive from tKy 

heart 
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^^art what is unjuft, fufFer not fad- 
^efs to lay hold upon it. 

Suffer it not to cover itfelf with 
tlie face of piety; let it not deceive 
thee with a fhew of wifdom. Reli- 
gion payeth honour to thy Maker : let 

it not be clouded with melancholy. 

Wifdom maketh thee happy ; know 

then that forrow is to her looks a 

ftranger. 

For what fliould man be forrowful, 
but for affliftions ? Why fhould his 
heart give up joy, when the caufes of 
it are not removed from him ? Is not 
this being miferable for the fake of 
mifery ? 

. As the mourner who looketh fad be* 
caufc he is hired to'do fo, who weep- 
eth becaufc his tears are paid for ; 
fuch is the man who fuffereth his heart 

to 
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to be fad, not becaufe he fuSTeretb 
aught, but becaufe he is gloomy^ 

It is not theoccaiion that produceth 
the forrow ; for> behold the fame thing 
fhall be to another rejoicing,. 

Afk men if their fadnefs maketb 
things the better^ and themfelves will 
confefs to thee that it is folly j nay^ 
they will praife him who beareth his. 
ills with, patience, who oaaketh head 
againft misfortune with courage. Ap* 
plaufe fhould bp followed by imitation » 

Sadnefs is againfl nature^, for it 
troubleth her motions : Lo ! it ren* 
dereth didafteful whatfbever fhe hath 
made amiable^ 

As the oak falkth before the t^m-^ 
peft, and raifeth not its head again ; fa» 
boweth the heartnif man to the force 
of fadnefs, and fo retujrncth it uato its 
ftrength no more^ 

As 
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— *As the fndw melteth upon ' the 
^rnountainsfrorathe rain that trickleth 
cJown their fides, eveii fo is beauty 
\va(hed from off the cheeks by tears ; 
and neither the onfe nor the other' re* 
iloreth itfelf again for eret*. 

As the pekrl is diflblved by the vine- 
gar, which feemed at firft only to db-i 
icure its furfac'e ; fo is thy happinefs^ 
O man I fwallowed up byheaviAefs of 
heart, though ^t firft it feemeth only 
to cover it vs^ith its fhadovr-. 

Behold fadnefs in the public ftreets I 
Caft thine eye upon -her in' the places 
of reforf . Doth any look upon* her 2 
avoideth fhe ndt every one ? and doth 
not every one fly from her prefence ? 

Sec how flie dro^petb her heady 
like, the flower whofe root is cut 
afunder ! fee how fhe fixcth her eyes 

upoa 
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upon earth J fee how they fcfve hidT4& 
no purpofe but for weeping I 

Is there in her mouth diicour& ? is 
diere in her heart the love of fociety I 
is there in her foul reafbn? Afk her 
the caufe> and ibe knoweth it not; 
enquire the occafion* and behold there 
is none ! 

Yet doth her flrength fail herr 
Lo 1 at length (he finketh into the 
grave, and no one £uth» What is^ be«% 
come of her ? 

Haft thou underftandingy and feefl 
thou not this i! hail thou pietyj, and 
perceiveft thou not thine error ? 

God created thee in naercy r had he 
not intended thee to be happy, his be- 
neficence would not have called thee 
into •exiftence ; how dareff thou the» 
to fly ia the face of his majeflry ? 

While 
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While thou art moft happy with 
S^nnocence, thou doft him moft ho- 
«iour ; and what is thy difcontent, but 
xnurmuring againft him ? 

Created he not all things liable to 
changes ? and dareft thou to weep at 
their changing ? 

If we know the law of nature, 
wherefore do we complain of it ? if 
we are ignorant of it, what fhould we 
accufe, but our blindnefs to what every 
moment giveth us proof of? 

Know that it is not thou that ^rt to 
give laws to the world j thy part is to 
fubmit to them as thou findeft them. 
If they diftrefs thee, thy lamenting it 
but addeth to thy torment. 

Be not deceived with fair pretences, 
nor fuppofe that forrow healeth mif- 
fortune. 
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It is a poifon under the colour of a 
remedy: while it pretendeth to draw 
the arrow from thy breaft, lo ! it 
plungeth it into thine heart. 

While fadnefs feparateth thee from 
thy friends, doth it not fay. Thou art 
unfit for convcrfation ? While it driv- 
eth thee into corners, doth it not pro- 
claim, that it is afhamed of itfelf ? 

It is not in thy nature to meet the 
arrows of ill fortune unhurt ; nor 
doth reafon require it of thee : it is thy 
duty to bear misfortune like a man ; 
but thou muft firft alfo feel it like one. 

Tears may drop from thine eyes, 
though virtue falleth not from thine 
heart : be thou careful only that there 
is caufe, and that they flow not too 
abundantly. 

The greatnefs of the evil, is not to 
be reckoned from the number of tears 

aied 
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fhed for it. The greateft griefs are 
above thefe teftimonies, as the greateft 
joys are bejro4id uttt^rance. 

What is there that weakeneth the 
foul like grief? what deprefleth it 
like fadneifs ? Is the forrowful prepar- 
ed for noble enterprizes ? or armeth 
he himfelf in the caufe of virtue ? 

Subjed: not thyfelf to ills, where 
there arc in return po advantages ; 
neither facrifice thou the means of 
good, unto that which is in itfrlf an 
evil, . • : ^ -^ 



u ,_^:^qok;. 
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BOOK IV. 

OF THE ADVANTAGES MAN MAY 
ACQUIRE OVER HIS FELLOW- 
CREATURES. 

C H A P. I. 
NOBILTY, and HONOUR.; 

T^OBILITY refideth not but in 

^ the foul; nor is there true ho- 

noiif^, except in virtue. 

The favour of princes may be 

bought by vices ; rank and titles may 

be purchafed for money : but thefe are 

not true honour. 

Crimes cannot exalt the man who 

commits them, to real glory ; neither 

can gold tnake men noble. 

When 
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When titles are the reward of vir- 
tue, when he is fct on high who hath 
fcrved his country; he who beftow- 
cth the honours hath glory, like as he 
who receiveth them ; and the world is 
benefited by it. 

Wouldft thou wifli to be raifed for 
men know not what? or wouldft thou 
that they fhould fay. Why is this ? 

When the virtues of the hero de- 
fcend to his children, his titles accom- 
pany them well ; but when he who 
poflefTeth them is unlike unto him 
who defer vcth them, lo ! do they not 
call him degenerate ? 

Hereditary honour is accounted the 
moft noble ; but reafon fpeakcth in the 
caufe of him who hath acquired it. 

He who, meritlefs himfelf, appeal- 

eth to the adipns of his anceftors for 

his greatnefs, is like the thief who 

U 2 claimeth 
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claimeth protcftion by flying to the 

What good is it to the blirid, that 
his parents could fee ? what benefit is 
it to the dumb> that his grandfather 
was eloquent ? even fo, what is it to 
the mean, that their predeceffors were 
noble ? 

A mind difpofed to yirtue, -maketh 
great the ppfleflbr of it; aod without 
titles it will raife him above the vulgar. 
. He will acquire honour^ while 
Others receive it ; and will he not fay 
unto them. Such were the men v/hom 
you glory in being derived from ? 

As the fhadow waiteth on the fub- 
ftaace, even fo true honour attendetb 
upon virtue. 

Say not that honour is the child of 
boldnefs, nor believe thou that the 
hazard of .life alone can pay the price 

of 
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^:>f it : it is not to the aftion that it is 
ciue, but to the manner of perform- 
ing it. 

All are nat called to the guiding 
the helm of ftate; neither are their 
armies to be commanded by every one : 
do well in that which is committed to 
thy charge, and praife fhall remain 
upon thee. 

Say not that difficulties are neceflary 
to be conquered, or that labour and 
danger muft be in the way to rcnOwn. 
The woman who is chafte, is (he not 
praifed ? the man who is honeft, de- 
fer veth he not to be honoured ? 

The thirft of fame is violent ; the 
deiire of honour is powerful; and he 
who gave them to us, gave them for 
great purpofes. 

When defperate adtions are neceiTary 

to the public ; wheix our Yivis are to 

U 3 be 
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be expofed for the good of our coun* 
try i what can add force to virtue, but 
ambition ? 

It is not the receiving honour that 
delighteth the noble mind ; its pride 
is the defcrving it. 

Is it not better men (hould fay. Why 
hath not this man a ftatue ? thdn that 
they fhould afk. Why he hath one? 

The ambitious will always be firft 
in the croud i he preiTeth forward, he 
looheth not behind him. More an^ 
gui£h is it to his foul, to fee one be- 
fore him, th^n.joy to leave thoufands 
at a didancc. 

The root of ambition is in every 
man ; but it. rifeth not ib all : fear 
kcepeth it down in /foroe.i ; in rnany it 
is fupprefled by modefly. 

It is the inner garment of the foul ; 

the firft. ;thing j^it on by it with the 

.,,; flefh. 



^Book IV. Human Life. 235 

fiefh, and the* laft it layeth down at its 
:Ceparation from it. 

It is an honour to thy nature when 
worthily employed ; when thou diredt- 
eft it to Wrong" purpofes, it fhameth 
and deftroyeth thee. 

In the breaft of the traitor ambi- 
tion is covered; hypocrify hideth its 

face under her mantle; and cool diffi- 

- ■ » 

mulation furniflieth it with fmooth 
words; but in the end, men fhall fee 
what it is. 

Thd ftrpent lofeth not bis fting, 
though benumbed with the froft ; the 
tooth of the viper is not broken, 
though the cold ciofeth his. mouth: 
take pity on his ftate, and he will fhew 
thee his fpirit; \*arin hiniin thy bofom, 
and he will .requite thee with deaths 

He 
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He that is truly virtuous, Ipveth 
virtue for herfelf ; be difdaineth the 
applaufe w^hich ambition aimeth after. 

How pitiable were the ftate of vir- 
tue, if (he could not be happy but 
from another's praife ? fhe is too no- 
ble to feek recompence, and no more 
will, than can be rewarded. 

The higher the fun arifeth, the lefs 
fhadow doth h^ make : even fo the 
greater is the virtue, the lefs doth ft 
covet praife; yet cannot it avoid its 
reward in honours. 

Glory^ like a fliadow, flieth him 
who purfucth it ; but it followeth at 
the heels of him who would fly from 
it : if thou courteft it without merits 
thou fhalt never attain unto it ^ if thou 
deferveft it, though thou hideft thy- 
felf> it will nevxribriake Ihee. 

Purfue 
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Purfuc that which is honourable^ do 
that which is right ; and the appbuib 
of thine own confcience .will be irtovt 
joy to thee, than the fhouts tif mil- 
lions who know not that thoudefcrvcft 
rhem. 
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SCIENCE and LEAR^NING. 

npHE nobltft erhployittent 6f the 
mind of man^ is the ftudy of the 
works of his Creator. 

Td hitn whom the faience of nature 
delightcth, every objed bringeth a proof 
of his God ; every thing that provcth 
it, giveth caufc of adoration. 

His 
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His mind is lifted up to heaven 
every moment -, his life is one conti- 
nued a<ft of devotion. 

Cafteth he his eye tov^rards the 
clouds, findeth he not the heavens full 
of his wonders ? Looketh he down to 
the earth, doth not the worm proclaim 
to him, Lefs than Omnipotence could 
not h?ive formed me ? 

While the planets perforni their 
courfes ; while the fun remaineth in 
his place ; while the comet wandereth 
through the liquid air, and returneth 
to its deftined road again : Who but- 
thy God, O man ! could have formed 
them ? what but infinite wifdom could 
have appointed them their laws ? 

Behold, how awful their fplendour ! 
yet do they not diminifh : lo, how 
rapid their motions ! yet one runneth 
not in the way of another. 

Look 
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Look down upon the earth, and fee 
her produce, examine her bowels, and 
behold what they contain ! Hath 
not wifdom and power ordained the 
whole. 

Who biddeth the grafs to fpring 
up ? who watereth it at its due fea- 
fons? Behold! the ox croppeth it; 
the horfe and the fheep, feed they not 
upon it ; Who is he that pi^ovideth it * 
for them ? 

Who giveth increafe to the corn 
which thou foweft ? who returneth 
it to thee a thoufand fold ? 

.Who repineth for thee the olive in 
its time ? and the grape, though thou 
knoweft not the caufe of it ? 

Can the meaneft fly create itfelf ? 
or wert thou aught lefs than God, 
couldft thou have fafliioncd it ? 

The 
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The bcafts feel that = they exiil:^ 
but they wonder not at it ; they re- 
joice in their life, hut they know not. 
th^t it liihall end t each perfbrmetfa. 
its courfe in fucceflion ; nor is .there 
a loi5 -of one fpecies in a thoufaad ge- 
nerations. 

Thou who feeft the whole as 8id<^ 
mirablc as its. parts, canft thou better 
empioy thin© eye, than in tracing 
out thy Creator's greatnefs in them ? 
thy miad, than in examining their 
wonders ? 

Power and mercy are diiplaycd in 
their formation; juftice and good- 
nefs flitne forth in the provifidn that 
is made for them: all are happy in 
their feveral ways; nor envieth one* 
the other. 

What is. the ftudy of : words com* 
pared with )this.? In wJbat fcience i$. 

^^ know- 
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knowledge, but in the ftudy of na- 
ture ? 

When thou haft adored the fabric, 
enquire into its ufe; for know the 
earth produced nothing but may be 
of good to thee. Are not food and 
raiment, and the remedies for thy 
difeafe^, all derived from this fourcc 
dione ? 

Who is wife then, but he that 
knoweth it ? who hath underftanding, 
but he that contemplatcth it? For 
the reft, whatever fcience hath moft 
utility, whatever knowledge hath leaft 
vanity, prefer thefe unto the others ; 
and profit of them for the fake of 
thy neighbour. 

To live, and to die ; to command, 
and to obey; to do, and to fufFer: 
Are not thefe all that thou haft fur- 
ther to care about ? Morality fhall 
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teach thee the fe 5 the oecoi\orny of life 
ihall lay them before thee. 

Behold! they are wriUen in thine 
h^^rtj fimd thou ne^deft only to be re- 
xainded of them : ithey are ea^fy ©f qpn- 
ception J be attentive, and thou ihalt 
re^in theni. 

^ All other fciences are vain, all other 
knowledge is boaft: lo! it is rtot ne- 
ceiTary or beneficial- to m^n ; nor doth 
it make him more good, pr more 
-honeft. 

Piety to ifhy God, and benevolence 
to thy fellow-creatures, are they not 
thy great duties? Whatfhall teach 
thee the one, like the ftudy of his 
works ? what fhall infgrm thee ^of the 
other, like underftanding thy depen- 
dencies ? 



^Q O K, 
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BOOK V. 

OF NATURAL ACCIDENTS. 

CHAP. I. 
PROSPERITY and, ADVERSITY, 

IT E T not profpcrity elate fhine heart 
above meafiire; neither deprefe 
l^y foul unto the gravKf, becaufe for- 
tune beareth hard' againft tfiie; 

Her fmiles arc nor ftabfe, thereforcr 
build not thy confidence* upon them; 
her frowns endure not for ever, there- 
fore let hope teach thee patience. 

To bear adverfity weH, is difficult ; 
but to be temperate in profperity, is 
the height of wifdom. 

X z ' Good 
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Good and ill are the tefts by which 
thou art to know thy conftancy ; nor 
is there aught elfe that can tell thee 
the powers of thine own foul : be 
therefore upon the watch, when they 
are upon thee. 

Behold profperity, how fweetly fhc 
flattered thee } how in:lenfibly fhe rob- 
beth thee of thy ftrength and. thy 
vigour ! 

Though thou haft been conftant 
in ill fortune^ though thou haft been^ 
invincible in diftrefs ; yet by her thou, 
art conquered, not knowing that thy 
ftrength returneth not again ^ and yet 
that thou again mayft need it. 

Aiflidtion moveth our enemies ta 
pity; fuccefs and happinefs caufe even 
our friends to envy. 

In adverfity, is the feed of well-do- 
ing ; it is the nurfe of heroifm and 

boldtvcfs : 
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bpldncfs : Who that hath enough, will 
endanger himfelf to have more ? who 
that is at eafe, will fet his life on the: 
hazard? 

True virtue will adt under all cir- 
camftances ; but men fee moft of its 
efFedls, when accidents contur with it. 

In adverfity, man feeth himfelf 
abandoned by others; he findeth that 
all his hopes are centered within him* 
felf : he roufeth his foul, he encoun- 
tereth his difficulties, and they yield 
before him. 

In profperity, he fancieth himfelf 
fafe; he thinketh he is beloved of all 
that fmile about his table : he groweth 
carelefs and. remifs ; he feeth not the 
danger that is before him.: hetrufteth 
to others, and. in. the end they deceive 
him. 

X 3 EverY 
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Every man can advife his own foul 1 
in diftrcfs, but profperity blindeth the 
truth. 

Better is the forrow that leadeth to 
contentment, than the joy that render- 
eth man unable to endure diilrefs^ and 
after plunging himfelf into it. 

Our paffions di(ftate to us in all oirr 
our extremes : moderation is the eiFe<5t 
of vvifdom. 

Be upright in thy whole life ^ be 
content in all its changes : fo (halt thou 
make thy profit out of all occurrences ; 
fo fhall every thing that happeneth 
unto thee, be the fource of praife. 

The wife man maketh every thing 
the means of advantage ; and with the 
fame countenance beholdeth he all the 
faces of fortune:, he governeth the 
good, he conquereth the evil ; he is 
unmoved in alh 
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I Prefume not in profperityy neither 

defpair in adverfity : court not dangers, 
nor meanly fly from before them : 
dare to defpifo. whatever wilt not re- 
main with thee. 

Let not adverfity tear off the wings 
of hope; neither let profperity obfcure 
the light of prudence. 

He who defpaireth of the end^ ihall 
never attain unto it ; and he who feeth 
not the pit, fhall perifh therein. 

He who calleth profperity his good ; 
who hath faid unto her,. With thee 
will I eftablifh my happinefs : lo ! he 
anchoreth his veffel in a bed of fand, 
which the. return of the tide walheth 
away. 

As the water that paffeth from the 
mountains, kiffeth, in its way to the 
ocean, every field that bordiereth the 
rivers : as it tarrieth not in any place; 

even 
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even fo Fortune vifiteth the fons of 
men : her motion is inceflknt, flie will 
not ftay ; fhe is unftable as the winds, 
how then wilt thou hold her ? when 
{he kiffed thee, thou art blefled ; but, 
behold ! as thou turneft to thank her, 
Ihe is gone unto another. 



C H A P. !!• 
PAIN and SICKNESS. 

T^HE ficknefs of the body afFedeth. 
even the foul ; the one cannot be 
in health, without the other. 

Pain is of all ills that which is mofl: 
felt; andi it: is: that which from, nature 
hath, the &wefl: i>cmedie9^. 
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When thy conflancy faileth thee, 
call in thy reafon ; when thy patience 
quitted thee, call in thy hope 

To fufFer, is a neceffity entailed up- 
on thy nature ; wouldft thou that mi- 
racles fhould proted: thee from it ? or 
ibalt thou repine, becaufe it happen- 
unto thee, when, lo ! it happeneth 
unto all ? 

It is injuftice to expert exemption 
from that thou wert born unto; fub- 
mit with modefly to the laws of thy 
condition. 

Wouldft thou fay to the feafons, Pafs 
not on, left I grow old ? Is it not bet- 
ter to fuifer well, that which thou 
canft not avoid ? 

Pain that cndureth long, is mode- 
rate; blufli therefore to complain of 
it: that which is violent, is ihort; 
behold I thou feeft the end of it. 

Thy 
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Thy body was created to be fub* 
fervient to the foul; while thou affli<9f- 
eft the foul for its pains, behold th'ou^ 
fetteft that above it. 

As the wife afflid:eth not' himfel/^ 
bccaufc a- thorn teareth his gartaentj; 
fo the patient grieveth not his foul, be- 
caivfe that which co vei?eth it i^ in] ur^^ 



C H: A P. III. 
D E A T it. 

AS the prodadlion of the metal' 

proveth the work of the alchy- 

mift ; fo is death the teft of our lives, 

the arfay which fheweth the ftandard 

of air our adtioTis, 

Wouldft thou judge of a life,, exa- 
mine the period of it ; the end crown- 

eth 
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iCth the -attempt : and where difliinula- 
tion is no more,, the truth appeareth. 
JHfe hath not fpent his life ill, who 
4&noweth to die well.; neither can he 
^ave loft all his time, who employeth 
ithc laft portion of it to his honour. 

He was not born in vain, who dieth 
as he ought; neither hath he liveth 
(unprofitably, who dieth happily. 

He that confidereth he is to die,, is 
content while he liveth : he who ftriv- 
eth to forget it, hath no pleafure in 
any thing ; his joy appeareth to him a 
jewel, which he expedteth every mo- 
ment he fhall lofe. 

Wouldft thou learn to die nobly ? 
let thy vices die before thee. Happy 
is he who endcth the bufinefs of hfs 
life, before his death; who, when the 
hour of it Cometh, hath nothing to 
do but to die; who wiftieth not 

delay 
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delay, bccaufe he hath no longer 
for time. 

Avoid not death, for it is a w 
nefs ; fear it not, for thou ur 
ftandeft not what it is : all that 
certainly knoweft^ i&^ that it pu^ 
an end to thy for rows. 

Think not the longeft life the '. 
pieft; that which is beft emplc 
doth man the mod honour ^ hir 
ihall rejoice, after death, in the ad 
tages of it. 

THIS IS THE COMPLETI 
OECONOMY OF HUMAN LII 




THE END. 
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